BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

Date

December 2, 2019

Re:

Orange County Initiative Petition History

OUR MISSION IS TO:
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

Prior to the 2016 Charter Revisions-

1.

July 1, 1997, "Petition to Enact an Ordinance in Orange County, FL." (Attachment A)
Petition was not approved. See memo from County Attorney's office.

2.

February 18, 2004, "To elect the office of Chief of Orange County Jail." (Attachment B)
Petition was approved. No petitions were submitted.

3.

May 31, 2012, "Petition to Place Orange County Ordinance for Earned Sick Time for
Employees of Business in Orange County." (Attachment C)
Petition was approved. A total of 73,841 petitions were submitted.

4.

October 16, 2012, "Changing Elections for Charter Office from Nonpartisan to Partisan Elections
and Removing Run-off Provision." (Attachment D)
Petition was approved. A total of 15,745 petitions were submitted prior to disbandment.

5.

December 19, 2013, "Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment on Use of Tourist
Development Tax on Ballot." (Attachment E)
Petition was approved. No petitions were submitted.

6.

February 24, 2014, "Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment Regarding Save Our
Children from Common Core." (Attachment F)
Petition was approved. No petitions were submitted.

After the 2016 Charter Revisions-

1.

April 26, 2018, "R.U.R.A.L. Boundary Petition Initiative." (Attachment G)
Petition was approved. No petitions were submitted.

Also find enclosed charter initiative petition forms and petition timelines effective subsequent to the
2016 Charter Revisions. (Attachment H).
Cc: Soraya Smith, Chair, CRC Citizen Imitative Subcommittee
Katie Smith, Deputy Clerk, Orange County Comptroller Office
119 West Kaley Street, Orlando ■ Reply to: Post Office Box 562001 , Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 ■ Fax (407) 254-6596 ■ TDD (407) 422-4833 ■ Internet: www.ocfelections.com
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Bill Cowles
Supervisor of Elections
· Linda Akin~
Assistant County Attorney

FROM:

DATE:

July 1, 1997

RE:

Petition Request From Ms. Patsi Franklin

Your letter of June 23, 1997 to Tom Wilkes, County Attorney, regarding an ordinance initiative by
Ms. Patsi Franklin has been forwarded to me for response.
You are correct in your opinion that Section 603 of the Orange County Charter prohibits the
enactment of an ordinance by initiative relating to the levy of taxes. The petition by Ms. Franklin
seeks to levy a sales tax on all commercial buildings in Orange County and is, therefore, prohibited.
If you have any further questions relating to the Orange County Charter, please do not hesitate to call
me at 836-5496.

LSA:vlp
cc:
Tom Wilkes, County Attorney
John Gehrig, Deputy County Attorney
lsa:corres:cowles

COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE ■ THOMAS J. WILKES, COUN1YATTORNEY
201 South Rosalind Avenue - 5th Floor• Reply To, Post Office Box 1393 • Orlando. Florida 32802-1393
Telephone (407) 836-7320 • FAX (407) 836-5888
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BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO·
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

June 23, 1997

TO:

, ~ o m Wilkes, County Attorney

-{~✓

!'

FROM: ·. .
j

RE:

ill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections
Petition request from Ms. Patsi Franklin

On Friday, June 20, 1997, I had a meeting with Ms. Franklin who presented me with the attached
"Petition to Enact an Ordinance in Orange County, FL." Together we reviewed Sections 601,
602 and 603 of the Orange County Charter.
Section 603, if understood correctly, prohibits initiatives related to "levy and collection of taxes."
It would appear to me that Ms. Franklin's proposed petition would directly pertain to this
prohibition and thus be void. I would appreciate it very much, though, if you would contact me
immediately if I am incorrect in my interpretation. I do not want to give Ms. Franklin incorrect
information.
She asked about how to change the Charter so that an ordinance such as hers would be valid.
Again, I referred her to the steps outlined in the Charter; but I wouldn't be surprised if you get a
call from her. She does have a request into the Orange County Public Schools for permission to
distribute these petitions to the students. It's her opinion that she can get enough signatures in
just a few weeks.
If you have an further questions, or if you believe I erred in my interpretation of the Charter,
please contact me at 836-2070.

BC
cc: Linda Chapin, Orange County Chairman

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 317-7633 • TDD (407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.octelections.com

Petition to Enact an Ordinance in Orange County, FL
Levy a sales and use tax on all commercial buildings built in Orange County
(excluding public school buildings) at a rate of 2 cents on each dollar spent on all
equipment, materials and services used to build each building. Residences would be
omitted from taxation as only land zoned with a C would be subject to this tax and
only temporarily while it is being built upon. This use tax would be collected at point
of delivery (meaning in Orange County) and would be trust-funded for Orange County
public schools the proceeds of which would be allocated in grant-type fashion for
such things as:
Examples(but not limited to these):
A. A system to be put into place, using existing OCPS staff,to track
individual programs for productivity.
B. To provide reading programs such as Pineloch's Success For All.
C. To provide I full-time nurse for every 650 students at each school.
D. To provide teachers with supplies and instructional materials each school year,
minimum $ 12 per student.
E. To maintain and expand music and art programs. May include a strings program
in every school, minimum standard of 1 music and 1 strings teacher for every 650
students plus 1 art teacher for every 650 students.
F. To provide parent seminars (may include drug prevention type solutions),newsletters,
and child care during parent seminars.
After implementation costs have been met and after the evaluation system is funded, then
each of the 13 7 public schools may apply to the trustfund in grant fashion. Each year the
money collected will be equally divided by the schools. If the ordinance goes into effect
starting January of 1999, money would need to be collected all of that year in order to
be dispersed for the beginning of the school year, August 2000.
Best estimate based on commercial building figures for 1995 would put the net dollar
amount (minus implementation fees by tax collector) at approximately $6 million annually.
Proposition• November 1998
"Shall Orange County enact an Ordinance, the avails or proceeds of which shaJI be trustfunded for the Orange County Public Schools (to

be allocated as defined above) providing for the levy and collection of a two per cent (2%) sales and use tax upon the sale at retail, lhe use,
the lease or rental, the consumption, and the storage for use or consumption of??? and upon the sale of services, all as defined herein;
defining the terms "dealers", "sale", "retail sales", "sales price", "cost price", "lease or rental", "storage", ''use", "sales of services", and
other terms used herein levying and providing for the assessment, collection, payment and dedication ofsuch tax and the purposes for
which the proceeds ofsaid tax may be expended; providing for an adequate remedy at law; defining violations of the provisions oft11is
Ordinance and prescribing penalties therefore providing for rules and regulations for the enforcement ofthe provisions of this Ordinance
and the collection ofthe tax levied thereby providing that any part of this Ordinance which may be held invalid or unconstitutional shall
not affect or impair any other provision thereof, and repealing all resolutions or parts ofresolutions or Ordinances as may conflict herewith.
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February 23, 2004
John Vernon Head
138 E. Central Avenue
Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida 34737
Dear Mr. Head:
As promised, we now have clarification on the number of valid signatures necessary to comply with
Paragraph A, Section 601 of the Orange County Charter for amending the Charter via the initiative
process.

It is necessary for anyone seeking to amend the Orange County Charter by initiative petition to
obtain the signatures of 10% of the registered voters in each of at least four different County
Commission Districts. Simply obtaining 10% of the total number of registered voters in Orange
County, even if they represent different districts, would not satisfy the requirements in Section 601.
The statistics you received the other day did not represent the number of registered voters as of
January 1, 2004, as required by the Charter. The actual number of signatures you need is lower and I
am including the copies of the correct statistics with this letter. Based on these statistics, the
following amounts appear to be 10% of the registered voters in each County Commission district:
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

8830
6713
6940
9092
7738
5308

Be reminded that the signatures must be obtained within 180 days of the date the petition form was
approved which was February 18, 2004.

(l,0-t- I ii .2,Z..C\~

Sincerely,
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Mar~aret Dunn
Senior Deputy Supervisor
For Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections
cc: Woody Rodriguez, Assistant County Attorney
~ 19 West Kaley Street, Orlando III Reply to: Post ornce Box 56200·\, Or\ando, Florida 02836
Pf"'.one (407) 836-2070 !ii Fax (407:1 254-6596 c11 TDD (407) 422-4833 :n Internet: wvvw.ocfeiections.com
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JOHN VERNON HEAD PA
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CHARTER AMENDMENT PETITION FORM
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA CHARTER
THE BELOW SIGNED person, who is a registered voter in Orange County, Florida,
demand that the following initiative to amend the Orange County Charter be placed on an
election ballot by the Board of County Commissioners of Orange County for the next
general election, for the approval or denial by the voters of Orange County, Florida as
fo]Jows:
FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:
"That Article 7, Sectioo 703 of the Orange County Chai-te1· is amended to
include the position of Chief of Orange County Corrections Department (commonly
known as the Orange County jail) as au elected office, with a term of four years.
Such elected position of Chief, Orange County Corrections Department, shall be
subject to any person who has held the same office for the preceding two (2) full
terms being prohibited from appearing on the ballot for re-election to that office;
provided, however, that the office of Chief, Orange County Corrections
Department, sh,11l be subject to the other and general terms of the Orange County
Charter."
BALLOT TITLE:

To elect the office of Chief of Orange County Jail.

BALLOT SUMMARY:
Proposed amendment to the Ornnge County Charter to make the office of
Chief of Corrections (also known as the Orange County Jail) an elected office.

104.85, FS - A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate or an issue more thm1
one time; and/or1 a person who signs another person's name or a fictitious name to any petition to secure
balJot position for a candidate or an issue commits a misdemeanor of the first degree! punishable as
provided ins. 775.082 or 775.083.

NAME,--,---,------,,-,,-.,,-,--------~--i>1ea5c print name as it appears on voter r. D. Card
STREET ADDRESS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CITY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.ZIP_ _ _COUNTY_ _ _ _ __
VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER
OR DATE OF BIRTH._ _
I AM A REGISTERED VOTER OF ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND HEREBY PETITION THE
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS TO PLACE THE ABOVE AMENDMENT TO THE ORANGE
COUNTY CHARTER ON THE BALLOT IN Tl-IE GENERAL ELECTION.

rs THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION _ _ _YES._ _ _ _NO

Date Signed

Signature of Registered Voter
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Attachment C

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

TO:

~

from:

·r-

Date:

Ensure the integrity of the electoral process
Enhance pvbtic cont,dence
Encourage ,:,t,zen part,c,patton

p tt R~ndolph

<7 ,,,l t-·C U C.~-,.~
Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections

f

Re:

OUR MIS SION IS TO:

Orange County Petition under Section 601(8) Orclimrnce
May 31, 2012

Via email and hardcopy
Today we received and reviewed your "Petition to Place Orange County Ordinance for Earned Sick Time
for Employees of Business in Orange County". The petition form contains the required ite'ms from the
voter in order for this office to verify the petition. The Supervisor of Elections Office is not responsible
for the contents of the petition.
Paragraph B of Section 601 states that anyone seeking to enact, amend or repeal an Ordinance within
Orange Co(mty must obtain signatures from 7% of the county electors in each Commission District as of
January 1, 2012.
As of January 1, 2012 there were 622,930 registered voters in Orange County. Listed below is the
number of registered voters by Commission District and the 7% total.
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

133,042
90,309
89,673
142,946
97,556
69,404

9,313
6,322
6,277
10,006
6,829
4,858

Your petition has been approved and t he procedures outlined in Section 602 are in effect. You have 180
days to collect petitions based on this approved petition.
Cc: Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney

I 19 West Kaley Street , Orlando • Reply to· Post Office Box 562001 O rlando. Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax 1407) 254-6596 • TDD (407 ) 422-4833 • Internet www oc,felect1 ons r.om
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SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS - BILL COWLES
Voter Statistic - Orange County Commission
for Month Ending DECEMBER, 2011

VO_STTSTC_CNTY_CMMSSN.LST
January 5 2012
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Grand Total: 6221930
Female

Male

Unknown

Amer. Indian

202

192

15

Asian/Pacific

3,244

2,895

94

6,233

Black

8,498

6,494

203

15,195

Hispanic

9,302

7,698

193

17,193

White

43,625

40,462

892

84,979

Other

1,458

1,360

95

2,913

Not Given

1,944

1,801

2,375

6,120

Total Sex

68,273

60,902

3,867

133,042

Female

Male

Unknown

Total Race

188

135

847

790

16,074
5,117

White
Other

District1

District 2

Amer. Indian

Total Race
-- ......

--

409

------ --·

4

327

22

1,659

10,363

416

26,853

4,279

114

9,510

24,215

21,324

493

46,032

685

560

55

1,300

Not Given

1,349

1,111

2,168

4,628

Total Sex

48,475

38,562

3,272

90,309

Female

Male

Unknown

Total Race

-------------

Asian/Pacific
Black

Hispanic

District3

- ··- ·--------- -·

151

129

7

287

Asian/Pacific

1,198

1,073

21

2,292

Black

3,771

3,038

91

6,900

Hispanic

16,642

13,735

360

30,737

White

22,697

20,759

465

43,921

951

796

52

1,799

1,055

941

1,741

3,737

Not Given
Total Sex
-- ----.
·-···
District4

·----------

46,465

.... --·- ---

Female

-·---

- ---·----------40.471
2,737
- ------ ---------···
Male
Unknown

--------89,673

···- Total Race

Amer. Indian

217

166

7

390

Asian/Pacific

2,767

2,505

71

5,343

Black

6,400

5,557

152

12,109

Hispanic

22,082

18,638

455

41,175

White

38,122

36,042

824

74,988

other

1,418

1,272

95

2,785

Not Given

1,852

1,696

2,608

6,156

Total Sex

72,858

65,876

4,212

142,946

Female

Male

Unknown

Total Race

Amer. Indian

152

140

6

298

Asian/Pacific

1,362

1,226

40

2,628

Black

3,705

2,916

83

6,704

Hispanic

6,367

5,392

123

11,882

White

36,515

33,212

749

70,476

Other

668

536

89

1,293

Not Given

1,119

1,084

2,072

4,275

Total Sex

49,888

44,506

3,162

97,556

Districts

I

··-- --- ------------ .. ·------

Amer. Indian

Other

Cfl1~

~.; 2),

I L, 2 --1

-1

7

\D, e:,olo

lo, "6;) c:1
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SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS - BILL COWLES
Voter Statistic - Orange County Commission
for Month Ending DECEMBER, 2011

Page

2

of
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\
Districts

Female

Male

Unknowii

Total Race

Amer. Indian

144

125

6

275

Asian/Pacific

750

703

16

1,469

23,174

14,871

510

38,555

5,234

4,401

96

9,731

· 6,645

6,495

137

13,277

Black
Hispanic
White
Other

521

428

47

996

Not Given

1,290

1,006

2,805

5,101

Total Sex

37,758

28,029

3,617

69,404

4,85~

~
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Petition to Place Orange County Ordinance for Earned Sick Time for Employees of Businesses i11 Orange County on Ball~t
Note: • All information on this form, including
C
. ORANGE I your signature, becomes a public recordupo_,,r·
Your n a m e : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ounty. - - - - receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
Please Print Name as it appears 01tyour Voter hiformation Card

Residential street address:
Zip: _ __

---------------------

Date of Birth: - - - - - - - OR

City:

Voter Registration No: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I am a registered voter ofFlorida and hereby petition the Orange County Commission to place the following proposed ordinance on the ballot.

• Per Florida law it is a first-degree
misdemeanor, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly
sign more than one petition/or an issue.
• Ifall requested information on thisform is nol
complete, the form will not be valid.

-------·----

BALLOT TITLE: A Proposal to Guarantee Earned Sick Time for Employees ofBusinesses in Orange County.
BALLOT SUMMARY: Shall Orange County adopt an ordinance providing that employees ofbusinesses in Orange County earn up to 56 hours of sick
time each year unless the business provides more - with pay required only in businesses with 15 or more employees as defined - to seek medical care, recove1
from illness/injury, care for a family member as defined, or use when necessary during a public health emergency, with such ordinance enforceable in court?
ORANGE COUNTY ORDINANCE BEING CREATED: Earned Sick Time.
Section J . Declaration of Findings and Policy.
(a) The need for this Ordinance is demonstrated by the following findings:
(I) Many workers in the county will need limited time offftom work each
year to take care of the health needs ofthemselves or their families. ln
Florida, however, 45 percent ofthe private sector workforce is without paid
sick time, creating risks for the J?Ublic health ofthe county.
(2) When workers lack paid sick time, they risk losing income and
jeopardizing their jobs, contributing to their financial insecurity. Nearly a
quarter ofadults in the United States have lost a job or been threatened with
job loss because they took time offfrom work to care for their own or a
family member's illness.
(3) Providing workers time offto attend to their own and their family's
health care will have a positive effect on the public health ofthe county,
ensuring a healthier and more productive workforce, contributing to the
public health of the county by reducing recovery time, promoting the use of
regular medical providers rather than hospital emergency departments and
allowing parents to care for ill children and reducing the spread ofillness.
(4) Providing sick time is good for businesses, resulting in reduced worker
turnover and reducing the competitive disadvantage that many employers
face when they choose to provide sick tfme to their workers.
(b) In light ofthese findings, Orange County enacts this Ordinance for the
following purposes:
(I) In the exercise of its police power for the public health and general
welfare of the county, by ensuring workers in the county can address their
own health needs and those oftheir families by requiring a minimum amount
of time off for those purposes;
(2) To reduce .the risk ofcontagion, diminish public and private health care
costs, and promote preventive health services;
(3) To promote the economic security and stability ofworkcrs and their
famili es and to safeguard the public w elfare, health, safety and prosperity of
the people ofthe county.
(c) ln recognition ofthe foregoing, this Chapter shall be added to the Orange

County Code and shall be liberally construed to further the general purposes
stated herein.
Section 2. Definitions
For Purposes ofthis Chapter:
(a) "Employee" is as defined in Florida state law ss. 448.109(J)(a), F.S. and
who is employed within the geographic boundaries ofOrange County for a1
least 160 hours within a year including part-time and temporary employees.
(b) "Employer" is as defined in Florida state law ss. 448.J09(J)(a), F.S., but
does not include: (I) the United States Government; (2) the State ofFlorida
including any office, department, agency, authority, institution, association,
society or other body ofthe state, including the legisla1ure and the judiciary;
(3) Orange County; or (4) any municipality within Orange County.
(c) "Family member" is defined as
(!) A biological, adopted or foster child, stepchild or legal ward, a child of
a domestic partner, or a child to whom the employee stands in loco parentis;
(2) A biological, foster, stepparent or adoptive parent or legal guardian of
an employee or an employee's spouse or domestic partner or a person who
stood in loco parentis when the employee was a minor child;
·
(3) A person to whom the employee is legally married under Florida law;
(4) A grandparent or spouse or domestic partner ofa grandparent;
(5) A grandchild;
(6) A biological, foster, or adopted sibling or spouse or domestic partner of
a biological, foster or adopted sibling;
(7) A domestic partner as defined under Section 57.80 ofthe Code ofthe
City ofOrlando and as recognized in the Orange County Code; and
(8)A designating person or support person as defined in the Orange
County Code.
(d) "Health care professional" means any person licensed under Florida law
to provide medical or emergency services, including but
limited to
doctors, nu"rses and emergency room personnel and persons licensed
pursuant to Florida state law ch. 456, F .S.

not

(e) "Mayor" is the county mayor as provided in Article Ill ofthe Orange
County Charter.
(f) "Paid sick time" means leave that is compensated at the same hourly rate
and with the same benefi1s as the employee nonnally earns from his or her
employment and is paid by an employer to an employee for use during an
absence due to the purposes described in Section 4, but in no case shall the
hourly wage be less than that provided under29 U.S.C. §206(a){I).
(g) "Retaliatory personnel action" means denial of any right guaranteed
under this Chapter and any threat, discharge, suspension, demotion or any
other adverse action against an employee for the exercise of any right
guaranteed under this Chapter. For employees not entitled to paid sick time
under this Chapter, retaliation shall mean any threat, discipline, discharge,
demotion, suspension, or other adverse action arising from or in connection
with an a bsence from work for 56 hours or less during a calendar year for th
purposes listed in Section 4. Retaliation shall also include interference with
or punishment for participating in any manner in an investigation or
proceeding under this Chapter.
(h) "Sick time" means time that is provided to an employee that can be used
for the purposes described in Section 4, whether or not compensation is
required under this Chapter.
(i) "Small business" means any business that employs fewer than fifteen
employees. In detennining the number ofpersons who are employees in a
given week for purposes ofthis subsection, all persons performing work for
compensation on a full-time, part-time, or temporary basis shall be counted,
including persons made available to work through the a temporary services
or staffing agency or similar entity. In situations in which the number of
persons who work for compensation per week fluctuates above and below 1
over the course ofa year, a business will be considered to have 15 or more
employees if it maintained 15 or more employees on the payroll during 20 c
more calendar workweeks in either the current or preceding calendar year.

Ordinance Continued On Other Side

REGISTERED VOTER'S SIGNATURE: _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ SIGNATURE DATE: _
Email:

- - - -- - - - -- -- - - - -- --

_ __

_

Phone Number: _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __

Pd. Pol. Adv. Paid for by Citizens for a Greater Orange County, P.O. Box 533473, Orlando, FL 32853

_ __

care of a family member who needs preventive medical care; and
(3) Due to closure ofthe employee's place ofbusiness by order ofa public
official due to a public health emergency or an employee's need to care for a
lion 3. Accrual ofSick Time
child whose school or place ofcare has been closed by order of a public
Ail'employees have the right to sick time as provided in this Chapter.
official due to a public health emergency, or care for a family member when
All employers other than small businesses shall provide for accrual of a
it has been determined by the health authorities having jurisdiction or by a
1imum ofone hour ofpaid sick time for every 37 hours worked by an
health care provider that the family member's presence in the community
>loyee. Employees will not accrue more than 56 hours ofpaid sick time
would jeopardize the health ofothers beca11se ofthe family member's
calendar year, unless the employer selects a higher limit. Small
exposure to a communicable disease, whether or not the family member has
inesses are not required to provide paid sick time but also are not
actually contracted the communicable disease.
milted to take retaliatory personnel action against employees who use up
(b) Sick time shall be provided upon the oral request ofan employee. When
6 hours of sick time, without compensation, in a calendar year for
possible, the request shall include the expected duration ofthe absence.
poses in Section 4.
(c) When the use ofsick time is foreseeable, the employee shall make a good
Employees who are exempt from overtime requirements under 29 U.S.C.
13(a)(l) ofthe Federal Fair Labor Standards Act will be assumed to wo~k failh effort to provide notice ofthe need for such time to the employer in
advance ofthe use of the sick time and shall make a reasonable effort to
hours in each work week for purposes ofpaid sick time accrual unless
schedule the use ofsick time in a manner that does not unduly disrupt the
ir normal work week is less than 40 hours, in which case paid sick time
operations ofthe employer.
rues based upon that normal work week.
(d) For sick time ofmore than 3 consecutive days, an employee may be
Paid sick time as provided in this section shall begin to accrue at the
required to provide reasonable documentation that the sick time has been
nmencement of employment.
used for a purpose covered by subsection (a). Documentation signed by a
Employees shall be entitled to use accrued paid sick time beginning on
heath care professional indicating that sick time is necessary shall be
90th calendar day following commencement oftheir employment. After
90th calendar day of employment, employees may use paid sick time as it considered reasonable documentation. An employer may not require that the
documentation explain the nature ofthe illness.
1ccrued.
(e) An employee may not be required as a condition of taking sick time to
Paid sick time shall be carried over to the following calendar year;
search for or find a replacement worker to cover the hours during which the
Never an employee's use ofpaid sick time provided under this Chapter in
employee is utilizing sick time.
:h calendar year shall not exceed 56 hours, unless the employer selects a
.her limit.
Section S. Exercise ofRights Protected; Retaliation Prohibited
Any employer with a paid leave policy, such as a paid time off policy,
(a) It shall be unlawful for an employer or any other person to interfere with,
o makes available an amount ofpaid leave sufficient to meet the total
restrain, or deny the exercise of, or the attempt to exercise, any right
ma! accrual requirements ofthis section that may be used for the same
protected under this Chapter.
-poses and under the same conditions as paid sick time under this Chapter
(b) No employer shall engage in retaliatory personnel action against an
1ot required to provide additional paid sick time.
employee or threaten to do so because the employee has exercised or plans to
Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as requiring financial or other
exercise rights protected under this Chapter. Rights under this section
mbursement to an employee from an employer upon the employee's
include but are not limited to the right to use sick time pursuant to this
mination, resignation, retirement, or other separation from employment
Chapter; the right to bring a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction
· accrued paid sick time that has not been used.
or inform any person about an alleged violation ofthis Chapter; the right to
lf an employee is transferred to a separate division, entity or location, but
cooperate in an investigation of alleged violations ofthis Chapter; and the
nains employed by the same employer, the employee is entitled to all paid
right to inform any person of his or her potential rights under this Chapter.
:k time accrued at the prior division, entity or location and is entitled to use (c) It shall be unlawful for an absence control policy to count sick time taken
paid sick time as provided in this Chapter. When there is a separation
under this Chapter as an absence that may lead to or result in discipline,
,m employment and the employee is rehired within 6 months ofseparation
discharge, demotion, suspension, or any other adverse action.
the same employer, previously accrued paid sick time that had not been
(d) Protections ofthis section shall apply to any person who mistakenly but
ed shall be reinstated and the employee shall be entitled to use accrued
in good faith alleges violations ofthis Chapter.
id sick time and accrue additional sick time at the re-commencement of
Section 6. Notice. Employers shall give notice to employees at the
1ployment.
commencement of their employment that employees are entitled to sick time
) At its discretion, the employer may loan sick time to the employee in
as provided by this Chapter, including the right to paid and unpaid sick time,
vance of accrual by such employee.
the amount ofsick time, and the terms ofits use, including that all persons
,ction 4. Use of Sick Time
are prohibited from retaliating or threatening retaliation against employees
) An employee shall be entitled to use sick time for absence from work:
who request or use sick time and that each employee has the right to bring a
(I) Due to an employee's mental or physical illness, injury or health
civil action if sick time as required by this Chapter is denied or the employee
,ndition; an employee's need for medical diagnosis, care, or treatment ofa
is retaliated against for requesting or taking sick time. Such notice shall be
ental or physical illness, injury or health condition; an employee's need for by supplied to each employee in English and Spanish either with.a written
eventive medical care;
notice or by displaying a poster in a conspicuous place.
(2) Due to care of a family member with a mental or physical illness, injury
Scdion 7. Records. Employers shall maintain records documenting hours
· health condition; care of a family member who needs medical diagnosis,
worked by employees and sick time taken by employees and shall retain such
,re, or treatment ofa mental or physical illness, injury or health condition;
records for a period offive years.
Paid Petition Circulatcr's Name: _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ __
Section 8. Implementation. The Mayor may implement this Chapter in any
Address: _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ __
manner consistent with the purposes ofthis Chapter including but not limited
to issuing regulations or orders.
SIGNATURE OF PAID CIRCULATOR: _ _ __ __ _ _ _ __

":Ordinance Continued From Other Side

Section 9. Enforcement
(a) Any person claiming to be aggrieved by a violation ofthis Chapter may
bring a civil action in a court ofcompetent jurisdiction against an employer
or other person.
(1) Upon prevailing in an action brought pursuant to this section, a person
aggrieved by a violation ofthis Chapter may recover the full amount of any
paid sick time owed and any actual damages suffered as a result of the
violation ofthis Chapter. A person aggrieved by a violation ofthis Chapter
may also be awarded costs ofthe action and reasonable attorney's fees
pursuant to Florida law.
(2) Upon prevailing in an action brought pursuant to this section, a person
aggrieved by a violation ofthis Chapter may be entitled to legal or equitable
relief to the extent permitted by Florida state law, including, without
limitation, reinstatement in employment, back pay and injunctive relief.
(b) A civil action brought pursuant to this section shall be commenced within
the limitations period prescribed by Florida state law.
(c) The remedies and penalties provided in this Chapter are not exclusive,
and Orange County may seek whatever other remedies are authorized by
statute, at law or in equity, against any employer or other person who
violates the provisions ofthis Chapter.
Section 10. Confidenfotlity and Nondisclosure. Disclosure of details of an
employee's or an employee's family member's medical condition shall not
be required as a condition ofproviding sick time under this Chapter. Ifhealth
information about an employee or employee's family member is known,
such information shall be treated as confidential and not disclosed except to
the affected employee or with the permission of the affected employee.
Section 11. Encouragement of More Generous Sick Time Policies; No
Effect on More Generous Policies
(a) Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to discourage or prohibit the
adoption or retention of a sick time policy more generous than the one
required herein.
(b) Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as diminishing the obligation
to comply with any contract, collective bargaining agreement, employment
benefit plan or other agreement providing more generous sick time to an
employee than required herein.
(c) Nothing in this Chapt<;r shall be construed as diminishing the rights of
public employees regarding entitlement to sick time, whether paid or unpaid,
as provided in the laws of Florida, Orange County, or any municipality
within Orange County pertaining to public employees.
(d) An agreement by an employee to waive his or her rights under this
Chapter is void as against public policy. The benefits provided to employees
under this Chapter may not be diminished by a collective bargaining
agreement or an employment benefit program or plan entered into or
renewed after the effective date of this Chapter.
Section 12. Other Legal Requirements. This Chapter provides minimum
requirements pertaining to sick time and shall not be construed to preempt,
limit, or otherwise affect the applicability of any other law, regulation,
requirement, policy, or standard that provides for greater or faster accrual or
use by employees of sick time, whether paid or unpaid, or that extends other
protections to employees.
Section 13. Sevcrability. lfany provision ofthis Chapter or application
thereofto any person or circumstance is judged invalid, the invalidity shall
not affect other provisions or applications ofthe Chapter which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and, to this end, the
provisions ofthis Chapter are declared severable.
Section 14. Effective Date. This Chapter will take effect on January 1,
2013, provided that in the case of employees covered by a collective
bargaining agreement in effect on the effective date prescribed herein, this
Chapter shall apply on the date ofthe temiination ofsuch agreement.

BILL COWLES

OUR MISSION IS TO:

Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance pUblic confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

ORANGE COUNTY INIATIVE
FINAL CERTIFICATION

August 17, 2012

I, BILL COWLES, Supervisor of Elections, Orange County, Florida, do hereby certify that
there were

73,841 petitions submitted for

A PROPOSAL TO GUARANTEE EARNED SJCK TIME
Of that total, 50,364

were qualified electors of the county and eligible to sign a petition

for this initiative. The initiative has met the petition requirement of

43,605

valid

signatures needed to qualify. The distribution of qualified electors amongst the six Commission
Districts is noted on the attached spreadsheet, incorporated by reference.

(seal)

I

BILL COWLES
SUPERVISOR of ELECTIONS

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 254-6596 • TDD (407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.ocfelections.com

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO:
Ensure the integrity of the electoral proces_s.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

Orange County Board of County Commissioners
lo effrey Newton, County Attorney

TO:

--1----i
_,,,-1,(A<----&l'?'iJ~ -

From:

ill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections

Re:

Orange County Petition under Section 601 (B) Ordinance

Date:

August 17, 2012

Via email and hardcopy
This written report is issued to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners in
compliance with Sections 601 and 602 of the Orange County Charter. A Petition was received
on May 31, 2012, titled "Petition To Place Orange County Ordinance For Earned Sick Time For
Employees Of Business In Orange County." Pursuant to Paragraph B of Section 601 and Section
602, the Petitioner was issued correspondence advising that the Ordinance required the Petitioner
to obtain signatures from seven percent (7%) of the county electors in each commission district
as of January I, 2012. This correspondence further delineated that requirement as follows, with
the delineation of subsequently received valid signatures:
District 1
District2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

9,313 valid signatures required;
6,322 valid signatures required;
6,277 valid signatures required;
10,006 valid signatures required;
6,829 valid signatures required;
4,858 valid signatures required;

-~9~7~1~4~_ valid signatures;
__7"-=0""05~_ valid signatures; .
-~7=9~40~_ valid signatures;
-~1~0~4~6~4__ valid signatures;
--"-'7=0=3~9__ valid signatures;
-~8=2=02~_ valid signatures.

Accordingly, as of August 17, 2012, this Office has received the requisite number of valid
signatures corresponding to each of the six (6) districts. The Supervisor of Elections hereby
complies with his duties pursuant to the Charter and provides this written report to the Orange
County Board of County Commissioners verifying that the requirements of Sections 601 (B) and
602 of the Charter regarding obtaining sufficient signatures has been fulfilled. Attached to this
written report for the convenience of the Board is a copy of the May 31, 2012 correspondence
issued to the Petitioner, the referenced Petition, and the Orange County Initiative Certification of
Signatures issued to the Petitioner as of today's date.
Attachments
cc:
Scott Randolph, Petitioner
119 West Kaley Street, Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 254-6596 • TDD (407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.ocfelections.com

Attachment D

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

TO:

OUR MISSION IS TO:

Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

Randolph

'h ✓,;:· ,~_

FROM:

_,,,,.---,

o~t11isor of Elections

RE:

-

DATE:

Orange County Petition under Section 601(A) Charter
October 16, 2012

Via email and hardcopy
We have received and reviewed your petition seeking to amend or repeal the Charter of Orange County
to change elections for charter offices from nonpartisan to partisan elections and removing run-off
provisions. The petition form contains the required items from the voter in order for this office to verify
the petition. The Supervisor of Elections Office is not responsible for the content of the petition.
Paragraph A of Section 601 states that "A petition seeking to amend or repeal the Charter of Orange
County shall be signed by ten (10) percent of the county electors in a majority of the commission
districts as of January 1 of the year in which the petition is initiated, in this instance January 1, 2012.
As of January 1, 2012, there were 622,930 registered voters in Orange County. Listed below is the
number of registered voters by Commission District (based on old district lines) and the 10% total.
Petitions will be verified against the voters County Commission District as of January 1, 2012.
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

133,042
90,309
89,673
142,946
97,556
69,404

13,304
9,031
8,967
14,295
9,756
6,940

Your petition has been approved and the procedure outlined in Section 602 is in effect. You have 180
days to collect petitions based on this approved petition.
Cc:

Mayor Teresa Jacobs
Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 254-6596 ■ TDD (407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.ocfelections.corn

Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment for Partisan Elections for Charter Offices on County on Ballot
-

-

-

--

Your n a mPlease
e :Print
- -Name
-~
~ - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - County:
as it appears on your Voter /1tformation Card

ORANGE

Residential street address: ____________________ City: ________
Zip:

Date of Birth: - - - - - - OR Voter Registration No._ _ _ _ _ _ __

I am a registered Florida voter & hereby petition the Orange County Commission to place the following proposed amendment on the ballot.

I

Note: • All information on this form, including
your signature, becomes a public record upon
receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
• Per Florida law it is a first-degree
misdemeanor, punishable as provided ins.
775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly
sign more than one petition for an issue.
• If all requested information on this form is not
complete, the form will not be valid.

ALLOT TITLE: CHANGING ELECTIONS FOR CHARTER OFFICES FROM NONPARTISAN TO PARTISAN
LECTIONS AND REMOVING RUN-OFF PROVISION.
ALLOT SUMMARY: Shall the Orange County Charter be amended to eliminate nonpartisan elections for Charter offices and the
n-off procedures required for nonpartisan elections, and replace the provisions with a requirement that all Charter offices be
lected on a partisan basis.
ORANGE COUNTY CHARTER PROVISION BEING AMENDED: Section 605. -Nonp_artisan Elections.

Section 605. - Elections. All Charter offices shall be elected on a partisan basis.

.
.,.. . - ··=--

-·
""'"' "' . - ...,_,"
....,........ •

4
Seetien 6Q5 N
.
tta
e
IS a:a!:l::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~'ill¼Y""~fi')arty-acSSs=="'
me
e
ttttt ve HBIJilaf"·
m
er.
All
eanEliaates'
1:lsan. }le eanaiaate h
er
e~
r~(!llirea
te
st~e
tt".
h
1<c:ll'
n
lj'
J
3w1awl.
'
l
rtcil~sll!anfil-JEe-lk~oeetiii<>en=s.
~
E~le
:e:ti·:
e:n:s!f<:er:
af:fi11atien.
fl rt} of vlh1eh the eana,· 4 t .
Charter offiees slw1l
.

"' ...
...............- :!..":"""'
,.

;.;::":.:.fu• ~ -

12) ........ .... •
M -

.

•

-

-

......... -

'7'

~~-

....:::.
e h....
eIEl at-the time
~s reeePlmg
the rn shall0 ep,i
eanaia:t.me~,
~ e!eetien
8j eflty e f the .,·et~s east, the two
e (2)
arterea
go•a·em

est vetes shall ee 13laeea

REGISTERED VOTER'S S I G N A T U R E : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - SIGNATURE DATE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Paid political advertisement paid for and approved by Citizens for an Ethical Orange County, P.O. Box 533421, Orlando, FL 32853-3421

ZO~:, \I /-J/ 1:1
Paid Petition Circulator's Name: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - SIGNATURE OF PAID CIRCULATOR: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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-Push to make Orange commission races partisan is over for now - Central Florida Politica... Page I of 5
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A ballot petition drive to return Orange County Commission races to partisan affairs is now on ice.
County Democratic Party Chairman Scott Randolph said the pluthas bee?&r/:tn a proposed 2014 referendum that
sought to ask voters if some k!nd of party label is needed nexOo -"'Odldate
or top cm m!y offices.
Randolph and his partisan nemesis, Orange GOP Chairman Lew Oliver, both agree it would help out busy voters in the
ballot booth if they knew the party information about the commission and mayoral candidates.
Currently, voters are told who candidates for sheriff, tax collector, property appraiser and the clerk of circuit court all party
with, because an R or D appears next to their name. But county commission races are officially non-partisan, meaning
voters must do a little more homework to find out that information - if they care.
So why did the partisan push fizzle out? Tim@ and money was running short Randolph saidSuch petition gathering efforts must wrap°up In 180 days, and the group behind i t - Citizens for an Ethlcal Orange
COUJliy - had only secured about a third of the roughly 35,000 they need, so far, Ra{l
h estimated.
~ n Supervisor Bill Cowles said the deadline to get them in would have been
ril 4
i no big electlons looming, it
WOuld have required a more expensive, sprint-like effort to pull get them all in Ume, Randolph s ·
"II was a limited resources issue," Randolph said, but added, "That doesn't mean we won't revive it."
Add a comment
File under: orange county,Teresa Jacobs
Ads by Google
See HARP Mortgage Rates
Rates Hit New Lows at 2.5%(2.9%APR) Fed Announces $408 Mortgage Plan!
WWW.HARP.LowerMyBllls.com
Florida CPA
Full Accounting and Tax Services $79 Per Hour, Free Consultation
GKaptanCPA.com
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Charter Amendment• A13
As of Februarv 4, 2013
DATE RECEIVED
11/20/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/7/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/201 2
12/19/2012
12/19/2012
1 2/19/2012
1 2/19/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/2012
12/19/201 2
12/19/201 2
12/7/2012
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013
1/9/2013

Distribution based on January 1, 2012 district lines
SUBMISSION SUBMITTED VALID
1
3
5
2
4
6
8662
7982 968 I 1729 1178 1643 1012 1452
1
21
2
14
1 I 7
1
0
3
2
i
3
24
0
24
0
0
0
0
I 35
46
4
0
24
1
0
0
2
I 27
2
1 I 6
5
27
5
3
10
I 36
36
7
2
6
27
3
3
3
9
7
19
1
4
2
0
1
16
8
51
8
37
3
12
3
9
9
1
I
25
5
1
1
9
4
6
8
I 36
I
25
10
8
0
2
1
0
0
5
I
I
15
11
8
0
8
0
0
0
0
86
12
6
4
2
0
5
38
I 55
18
1
13
12
9
0
0
0
2
I 256
14
333
11
159
3
9
7
67
I
I
15
2335
I 2121 305 587 265 320 152 498
I
601
I 547
64
17
16
238
37
8
183
I
75
I 59
6
2
17
7
2
0
42
8
2
4
18
41
5
3
7
I 29
26
21
0
0
0
19
0
0
21
I
20
12
5
0 I 1
0
2
1
1
I
23
21
19
1
1
5
4
3
5
270
18
235
26
101
22
28
18
44
12
0
1
0
0
23
6
5
0
0
24
17
13
0
0
0
4
I 30
25
0
6
1
1
2
19
9
I 28
26
5
3
29
4
6
85
62
15
!
27
20
15
0
0
5
0
4
6
I
53
28
43
2
15
0
0
1
25
29
126
79
4
48
1
1
0
25
I
30
86
66
3
34
0
0 I 2
27
1
1
2
59
0
26
31
125
89
1
1
2
7
32
88
3
74
I 111
33
3
4
21
32
6
70
4
I
I 89
63
1
0
0
4
0
43
34
48
35
51 I 3
0
0
44
4
0
62
36
131
105
11
44
7
0
0
43
37
47
35 I 2
5
10
3
1
14
I
38
45
24
4
5
0
0
0
15
30
1
0
39
21
15
0
0
5
20
40
17
3
1
4
6
1
2
41
44
35
1
1
3
4
6
20
77
42
4
27
1
4
2
60
22
43
4
4
1
46
34
3
4
18
32
25
1
6
1
0
2
15
I 44
102
45
75
8
28
2
2
0
35
87
46
0
3
25
5
24
4
I 61
1
I
1
47
0
0
0
0
0
0
I 152
6
36
191
4
48
66
14
26
49
233
134
46
27
4 I 11
7
39
50
280
I 237 8 25 8 I 11 140 45
134
5
2 I 3
0
51
96
69
17
65
1
30
0
0 I 0
52
40
9
53
33
3
1
0 I 7
26
15
0
30
54
15 I 0
10
0
1
1
3
59
55
42 I 4
17
3
4
1
13
I
130
7
56
86
28
3
4
0
44
28
0
0
0 I 0
0
57
19
I 19
26
19
0
18
0
0
o I 1
I 58
I
60
59
33 I 1
28
0 I 0
1 I 3
I
60
0 I 1
2 I 9
122
87 I 5
70

'

:

'

'

'

'

I

TOTAL
TOTAL#NEEDED

i

I

I

15745 13691 1557 3838; 1614, 2155 151913009
62293. 13304 I9031 8967 114295 975516940

Attachment E

Bill Cowles
To:

Cc:

Subject:

seangashby@yahoo.com
Cindy Clark (Cindy@ocfelections.com); Linda Tanke; Pat Heflin; Fred Altensee
RE: TDT Petition Withdrawal

Thank you for your e-mail, which will suffice to inform us of your instruction that we suspend the counting of TDT
Charter Petitions, which remain due to expire on June 17, 2014. Please note that the suspension of the TDT Charter
Petition will not affect our continued action on any petitions received relative to your other Petition, regarding charter
office elections, and accordingly does not alter your reporting requirements relative to that Petition.
Best regards,
Bill
Bill Cowles
Orange County
Supervisor of Elections
119 W. Kaley Street
Orlando, FL 32806
/407) 254-6500

From: seangashby@yahoo.com (mailto:seangashby@yahoo.com]

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 4:48 PM
To: Bill Cowles

Subject: TDT Petition Withdrawal

Mr Bill Cowles,
Good afternoon. The purpose of this email is to inform you that I am suspending the collection of the TDT
Charter Petition which I submitted in Dec 2013, and request that you withdraw it from consideration for 2014
elections.
Please advise if this email notice is sufficient, or if you will also require a separate hardcopy delivered to you.
Thank you again,
Sean Ashby
Chairman
Citizens for Informed Elections

1

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO:
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.

Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation,

TO:

Sean Ashby

FROM:

Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections

RE:

Orange County Petition under Section 601(A) Charter

DATE:

December 19, 2013

Via email and hardcopy
We have received and reviewed your "Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment on Use of
Tourist Development Tax on Ballot." The petition form contains the required items from the voter in
order for this office to verify the petition. The Supervisor of Elections Office is not responsible for the
content of the petition. Should the sponsor's address on the petition change, it will not invalidate the
petition. Our office would need an updated copy of the petition for our records.
Paragraph A of Section 601 states that, "A petition seeking to amend or repeal the Charter of Orange
County shall be signed by ten (10) percent of the county electors in a majority of the commission
districts as of January 1 of the year in which the petition is initiated," in this instance January 1, 2013.
As of January 1, 2013, there were 699,598 registered voters in Orange County. Listed below is the
number of registered voters by Commission District and the 10% total.
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

117,004
112,495
126,432
114,936
133,304
95,427

11,700
11,250
12,643
11,494
13,330
9,543

Your petition has been approved and the procedures outlined in Section 602 are in effect. You have 180
days to collect petitions based on this approved petition.
Cc:

Mayor Teresa Jacobs
Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney
Woody Rodriguez, OCPS General Counsel
Nicholas A. Shannin, Attorney for Supervisor of Elections

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando ■ Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 254-6596 • TDD (407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.ocfelections.com

Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment on Use of Tourist Development Tax on Ballot
Your name:

--,.-.-.-,-..,-,°'v,"'"_,c-,-,°'l'"n/i-;-0-....,,,.--:,.,-•--;0u;-d.,..--------------- County:

---;P:::1:--,...,--cpc-nc-.n--;t-cNc-a-m-,-.,-;"1_"11__

ORANGE

Residential street address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City: _ _ _ _ _ __
Zip:

-

Date of Birth: _ _ _ _ __

OR Voter Registration No._ _ _ _ _ _ __

I am a registered Florida voter & hereby petition the Orange County Commission to place the following proposed amendment on the ballot.

I

Note: • All information on this form, including
your signature, becomes a public record upon
receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
• Per Florida law it Is a first-degree
misdemeanor, punishable as provided ins.
77J.081 or 77J.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly
sign more than one petition for an issue.
• lf all requested information on this form is not
complete, the form will not be valid

BALLOT TITLE: FUNDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SAFETY THROUGH TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAXES;
REQUIRING REFERENDUM FOR SPORTS FACILITIES.
BALLOT SUMMARY: Shall the Charter be amended to require tourist development taxes not used for debt service on bonds issued before January 1, 2015
be placed either in a trust fund for the sole use of construction or operation of public schools when and ifthe legislature changes Florida statute to allow for
such use, or to pay down existing bonds; requiring referendwn for use of tourist development taxes to construct or maintain professional sports facilities?
ORANGE COUNTY CHARTER PROVISION BEING AMENDED: Section 713. Use of Tourist Development Taxes for Schools and Public Safe,.,.

Section 713. Use of Tourist Development Taxes.
t':/9twithstanding anv other provision of this Charter or any Orange County Ordinance, any tourist development tax authorized by Florida Statute imposed in
Orange County shall comply with the provisions of this secti1:m.
A. No tourist develo11ment t;ix revenues shall be expended for the construction or maintenance of any professional sports franchise facility Ot'
any facility a professional sports franchise is reasonably expected to occuJ!Y or use. unless there has been ap11roval by a majority of the
electors_b_y referendum for such expenditure.

B. Until such time Florida Statute authorizes the County Commission to expend revenue from the tourist deve.!Qp_ment tax for the construction or
operation of public schools or 11ublic safety. all tourist development tax revenues not used for the payment of debt service on bonds issueg
!;,.efor.e Januanrl,.2015 shall be placed either in a trust fund for use solely for public s<1.ffilv or the cons.truction or operation of public schools
@J:m a.imnival of such use byflori<ia Statute or shall be used to pay down existing bonds.

REGISTERED VOTER'S SIGNAT6lk~

d

81

JJO fl!lZ

SIGNATURE DATE:

-::-..,----------

Paid political advertisement paid for and approved by Citizens for Informed Elections, 14254 Golden k~n~i@~Jd~~fJ.li{w FL 32828.
Paid Petition Circulator's Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
SIGNATURE OF PAID CIRCULATOR: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Attachment F

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO:

Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

~~e B~ch, _chair, S~~e Our Children from Common Core

TO:

·

FROM:

;

f(c/ /

Uc7~

'f-BifrCowl'es, Supervisor of Elections

i'
RE:

/

DATE:

Orange County Petition under Section 601(A) Charter
February 24, 2014

We have received and reviewed your "Petition to Place Orange County Charter Amendment Regarding
Save Our Children from Common Core." The petition form contains the required items from the voter in
order for this office to verify the petition. The Supervisor of Elections Office is not responsible for the
content of the petition.
Paragraph A of Section 601 states that, "A petition seeking to amend or repeal the Charter of Orange
County shall be signed by ten (10) percent of the county electors in a majority of the commission
districts as of January 1 of the year in which the petition is initiated," in this instance January 1, 2014.
As of January 1, 2014, there were 695,449 registered voters in Orange County. Listed below is the
number of registered voters by Commission District and the 10% total.
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6

119,021
112,505
123,752
116,755
130,777
92,639

11,902
11,250
12,375
11,675
13,077
9,264

Your petition has been approved (copy attached) and the procedures outlined in Section 602 are in
effect. You have 180 days to collect petitions based on this approved petition.
Attachment
Cc:

Mayor Teresa Jacobs
Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney
Woody Rodriguez, OCPS General Counsel
Nicholas A. Shannin, Attorney for Supervisor of Elections

119 West Kaley Street. Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 • Fax (407) 254-6596 • TDD 1407) 422-4833 • Internet: www.ocfelections.com

Petition to Place Oran2e Countv Charter Amendment on Ballot
Your name:--,,---,,----,--,~----,--------,,-----,,--,------,------ County: O~GE
Please Print Name as it appears on your Voter Information Card

V

V

Residential street address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City: _ _ _ _ _ _ __
~:-,----,-~~--Date oYHirth: ---,-----,--,- OR Voter l(e'gistration No.:_---,--~--I am a registered Florida voter & hereby petition the Orange County Commission to place the following proposed amendment on the ballot.

Note: -All information on this form, including
your signature, becomes a public record upon
receipt by 'the Supervisor a/Elections.
-Per Florida law it is a.first-degree
misdemeanor, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly
sign more than one petition far an issue.
- Ifall requested information on thisform is
not complete, the form will not be valid.

:ALLOT TITLE: CHARTER AMENDMENT TO SAVE OUR CHILDREN FROM COMMON CORE(S
ALLOT SUMMARY: Shall the Orange County Charter be amended to provide that until the Florida State Board of
Education officially rescinds its adoption of the Common Core State Standards and prohibits by rulemaking the re-adoption of
the Common Core State Standards, school impact fees ordinances within Orange County and its municipalities shall stand
repealed and the imposition of school impact fees shall be prohibited?
RANGE COUNTY CHARTER PROVISION BEING AMENDED: Sec. 713. Save Our Children from Common Core

Sec. 713. Save Our Children from Common Core

Until such time that the Florida State Board of Education officially rescinds its adoption of the Common Core State Standards,
Rule 6A-1.09401(1), Florida Administrative Code, and prohibits by rulemaking the re-adoption of the Common Core State
Standards (and all substantial equivalents, known as "Common Core", "Next Generation Sunshine State Standards", or by
whatever other name known), all ordinances within Orange County and within each of its municipalities imposing school
impact fees shall stand repealed with respect to the imposition of school impact fees, and the imposition of school impact fees
shall be nrohibited
/
V
SIGNATURE DATE:

REGISTERED VOTER'S SIGNATURE:

....--P-aid political advertisement paid for and approved by Save Our Children from Common Core, XXXXX:X, XXXXX:X, FL XXXXX.
, ~ d Circulator's Name:

.

Addre's("

_;,JGNATURE OF PAID CIRCULATOR:

-ct<~\':'¼\\~
--1

9-\7

160 days frorri today

180 days from today
Wanita figure out the date that is exactly
one hundred and eighty days from now
without counting?
Today is February 24, 2014 so that
means that 180 days from today would
be August2~, 21114.
You can check this by using the date
difference calculator to measure the
number of da\§ from today to Aug 23,
~014.
Need to calculate 180 days from a
specific date? Use the Days From Qatc,
;:;alcu.@Jm:.

'"" August, 2014 calendar
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August 23rd, 2014 is a Saturday. It is
the 235th day of the year, and in the
34th week of the year (assuming each
week starts on a Sunday), or the 3rd
quarter of the year. There are 31 days in
this month. 2014 is not a leap year, so
there are 365 days in this year. The
short form for this date used in the
United States is 8/23/2014.

v'l,n;,~ t if vou only c(n.Jni.t:d
i.;-d .;:~ V s "?

'Nf?: f:

Ballot Title and Summary:
CHARTER AMENDMENT TO
SAVE OUR CIDLDREN FROM COMMON CORE

Shall the Orange County Charter be amended to provide that until the Florida
State Board of Education officially rescinds its adoption of the Common Core
State Standards and prohibits by rulemaking the re-adoption of the Common Core
State Standards, school impact fees ordinances within Orange County and its
municipalities shall stand repealed and the imposition of school impact fees shall
be prohibited?

- - - Yes
_ _ _ No
Charter Language:

Section 713 of the Orange County Charter is created to read:
Sec. 713. Save Our Children from Common Core

Until such time that the Florida State Board of Education officially rescinds its adoption of the
Common Core State Standards. Rule 6A-l.0940Hl). Florida Administrative Code, and prohibits
by rulemaking the re-adoption of the Common Core State Standards (and all substantial
eguivalents. known as "Common Core". "Next Generation Sunshine State Standards". or by
whatever other name known). all ordinances within Orange County and within each of its
municipalities imposing school impact fees shall stand repealed with respect to the imposition of
school impact fees. and the imposition of school impact fees shall be prohibited.

Attachment G

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence
Encourage citizen parlicipation.

To:

Emily Bonilla

From:

Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections

Re:

Orange County Petition under Section 601, Charter

Date:

April 26, 2018

We have received and reviewed your revised R.U.R.A.l. Orange County Charter Initiative Petition Form
dated April 26, 2018. The petition form contains each of the elements required for this office to
subsequently verify the petition. Accordingly, the Supervisor has determined that the form on which the
signatures will be affixed may proceed pursuant to Section 602{A) of the Orange County Charter, as
amended in 2016. The Supervisor of Elections expresses no opinion and is not responsible for the
contents of the petition.
Pursuant to the 2016 Charter Amendments, please note the following dates and pertinent information
in reference to your Charter Initiative Petition:
The beginning of the petition drive period commences on the date of this correspondence. If sufficient
signatures are obtained, the SOE shall verify and submit a written report to the Board. The dates by
which the process must be completed to allow for ballot placement for the 2018 Elections are as
follows:
150 days prior to August 28, 2018 Primary Election- March 31, 2018
150 days prior to November 6, 2018 General Election- June 9, 2018
The petition must be signed by 10% of the electors in each County Commission District as of January 1 of
the year in which the petition was initiated. Additionally, once 1% of the electors in each district have
signed the petition, the SOE shall notify the Board, the Comptroller, and the Legal Review Panel. These
totals are as follows:

CC District

Total

10%

1%

One

144,439

14,444

1,444

Two

125,704

12,570

1,257

Three

138,538

13,854

1,385

Four

146,604

14,660

1,466

Five

146,755

14,676

1,468

Six

101,494

10,149

1,015

119 West Kaley Stceet. Or!ando • Replj to. Post Office Box 502001 Orlanao Flonda 32856
Phone 14071 3:36-2070 • Fax f.--1.07) 254-6596 • TDD 1.:t07) -~22-J833 11 Internet www.octetect1ons com

Within twenty days of the 1% notification by the SOE, the Comptroller shall prepare and transmit to the
Board, SOE, and sponsor of the petition a financial impact statement (not exceeding seventy-five words).
The sponsor shall then prepare and submit to the SOE a revised petition form containing the financial
impact statement. The SOE shall then, within fifteen days, render a determination on the form of the
revised petition. A public hearing shall be held by the Board within sixty days after notification of legality
by the Legal Review Panel.

Bill Cowles
Orange County Supervisor of Elections

Cc: Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney, Orange County
Phil Diamond, Orange County Comptroller

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

OUR MISSION IS TO:
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

June11,2018

To: ~ y ~-nilla, Chair, Residents United for Rural Area Longevity (R.U.R.A.L)

i
Fr:

;

-C-t:rt-v u,--,,/

I Cowles, Supervisor of Elections

I

Re:

f Expiration of Petition Approved on April 26, 2016

The R.U.R.A.L Orange County Charter Initiative Petition approved on April 26, 2018
expired on Saturday, June 9, 2018 without the required number of petitions submitted
and has failed to make the November 6, 2018 General Election Ballot.
In your June 8, 2018 email, you acknowledged that the original petition approved would
expire and that you were resubmitting it for approval to start a new petition drive with the
same petition form. This nullifies previous discussions of extending the June 9, 2018
deadline to 180 days (October 23, 2018). Finally, all petitions submitted and processed
are voided and will not count toward any further petitions.
A new memorandum addressing your request for approval of a new petition, with the full
180 day collection period dates and verification of the number of petitions required will
be issued and forward to you.
Finally, you do have a report due on Monday, June 11 th , as previously discussed. Cindy
Clark, Elections Director, will review with you the reporting periods for the new petition
drive.
Please feel free to contact me at bill@ocfelections.com or 407-254-6500 (direct line) if
you have questions concerning anything outlined in this memorandum.

Cc:

Jeff Newton, County Attorney
Cindy Clark, SOE Elections Director
Fred Altensee, SOE Records Coordinator

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando ■ Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 ■ Fax (407) 254-6596 ■ TDD (407) 422-4833 ■ Internet: www.ocfelections.corn

BILL COWLES
Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

Date:

OUR MISSION IS TO:
Ensure the integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen participation.

June 11, 2018

We have verified that your resubmitted R.U.R.A.L. Orange County Charter Initiative Petition Form,
submitted on June 8, 2018, has not been altered form the previously submitted and approved petition
form. Accordingly, the Supervisor of Elections (SOE) has determined that the form on which the
signatures will be affixed may proceed pursuant to Section 602(A) of the Orange County Charter, as
amended in 2016. The SOE expresses no opinion and is not responsible for the contents of the petition.
Pursuant to the 2016 Charter Amendments, please note the following dates and pertinent information in
reference to your Charter Initiative Petition:
The beginning of the petition drive commences on the date of this correspondence. If sufficient signatures
are obtained, the SOE shall verify and submit a written report to the Board. Since the 180 day period
exceeds the 2018 Elections, if successful, the charter amendment would appear on the 2020 Primary
Election.
The 180 days for this petition drive is: June 11, 2018 to December 7, 2018.
The petition must be signed by 10% of the electors in each County Commission District as of January 1 of
the year in which the petition was initiated. Additionally, once 1% of the electors in each district have
signed the petition, the SOE shall notify the Board, the Comptroller, and the Legal Review Panel. These
totals are as follows:
CC District
One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six

Total
144,439
125,704
138,538
146,604
146,755
101,494

10%
14,444
12,570
13,854
14,660
14,676
10,149

1%
1,444
1,257
1,385
1,466
1,468
1,015

Within twenty days of the 1% notification by the SOE, the Comptroller shall prepare and transmit to the
Board, SOE, and sponsor of the petition a financial impact statement (not exceeding seventy-five words).
The sponsor shall then prepare and submit the SOE a revised petition form containing the financial
impact statement. The SOE shall then, within fifteen days, render a determination on the form of the
revised petition. A public hearing shall be held by the Board within sixty days after notification of legality
by the Legal Review Panel.

Cc:

Jeff County, County Attorney
Phil Diamond, Comptroller
119 West Kaley Street, Orlando • Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 ■ Fax (407) 254-6596 • TDD (407) 422-4833 ■ Internet: www.ocfelections.com

Bill Cowles
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Bill Cowles
Monday, May 14, 2018 12:41 PM
''Jeffrey.Newton@ocfl.net' (Jeffrey.Newton@ocfl.net)'; katherine.Latorre@ocfl.net;
phil.diamond@OCCOMPT.COM; peggy.mcgarrity@occompt.com; Randy.Singh@ocfl.net
'Nick Shannin - Shannin Law'
FW: RURAL Petition, 180 Day Timeframe and 2020 Primary Election
RURAL 180 days May 14 2018.pdf

Good afternoon,
Please see the attached memorandum to County Commissioner Emily Bonilla concerning her R.U.R.A.L. Boundary
Petition initiative. Last week she asked staff about extending to the full 180 days. This memo states that she can switch
but, if successful, the issue will not appear on the ballot until the 2020 Primary Election. I'm sharing this with you
because the various requirements in the charter (Legal Review, Financial Statement, and Public Hearing) could still
happen between now and October 23, 2018 or after certified this year. Our website homepage has the grid chart, for
this petition, showing the numbers needed by each County Commission District (1% and 10% requirements). To date
she has submitted a total of 7 petitions.
Feel free to call if you have any further questions.
Bill Cowles
Orange County
Supervisor of Elections
407-254-6500

From: Fred Altensee

Sent: Monday, May 14, 2018 10:29 AM
To: Emily Bonilla; Bill Cowles; Pat Heflin; Cindy Clark
Cc: Radhica Singh
Subject: RURAL Petition, 180 Day Timeframe and 2020 Primary Election
Ms. BonillaPlease refer to the enclosed correspondence. A hard copy is also being mailed to you at the address you provided to our
office for your PAC.
Fred Altensee
Public Records Coordinator

Disclaimer: Florida has a very broad public records law. As a result, any written communication created or
received by the Orange County Supervisor of Elections Office will be made available to the public and media,
upon request, unless otherwise exempt. Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not
want your e-mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this
office. Instead, contact our office by phone or in writing.

1

BILL COWLES

OUR MISSION IS TO:

Supervisor of Elections
Orange County, Florida

To:

Emily Bon'

Ensure the Integrity of the electoral process.
Enhance public confidence.
Encourage citizen parlicipation.

_

U,~
Fro

· E!ill· owles, Supervisor of Elections

Re:

RURAL Petition, 180 Day Timeframe and 2020 Primary Election

Date:

May 14, 2018

Ms. BonillaOn Aprll 26, 2018 our office approved the format of your petition and sent you correspondence advising of this
approval. The correspondence also included information regarding the 150 day cut-off dates in reference to the
August 28, 2018 Primary Election and November 6, 2018 General Election. These cut-off dates provided were
March 31, 2018 (Primary Election) and June 9, 2018 (General Election).
You have inquired about the 180 day timeframe. This timeframe began with the April 26, 2018 approval and
runs concurrently with the previously noted 150 day cut-off dates. Thus, 180 days from April 26, 2018 is October
23, 2018.
Florida Statute 100.061 provides the definition of a Primary Election. It also provides the criteria for selecting the
date upon which the election shall be held. Accordingly, the 2020 Primary Election will be held on August 25,
2020.
Please notify our office, via written correspondence, at your earliest convenience if you intend to move forward
with the 180 day timeframe.

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando ■ Reply to: Post Office Box 562001, Orlando, Florida 32856
Phone (407) 836-2070 ■ Fax (407) 254-6596 ■ TDD (407) 422-4833 ■ Internet: www.ocfelections.com

Bill Cowles
To:

Cc:
Subject:

'Jeffrey.Newton@ocfl.net' (Jeffrey.Newton@ocfl.net); katherine.Latorre@ocfl.net; Nick
Shannin - Shannin Law
Randy.Singh@ocfl.net; Fred Altensee; Cindy Clark; Linda Tanko; Pat Heflin; Sue Elias;
phil.diamond@OCCOMPT.COM; wvose@voselaw.com
New Countywide Initiative Petition expected this week.
fr'\'ij' ft'-61,i.2,r"'I e awcn,<.&

To All:
County Commissioner Emily Bonilla is here and in the process offile a new Political Committee with the intent to do a
countywide initiative petition drive by June 9' 2018 deadline. Following last Tuesday's BCC Meeting I informed her staff
the that the 150 days prior to the November 6, 2018 General Election is Saturday, June 9, 2018. If she file the petition,
with this office on Tuesday, and it were approved by this office, the same day, she would have 53 days to collect 80,353
valid petitions by June 9th • Based on the January 1, 2018 voter registration statistics they would need 80,353 valid
petitions (based on 10% per each BCC District/see actual numbers below). She told staff that she has more than enough
petitions to go forward. Additionally, she said that she currently has attorneys reviewing the petition language now.
There are other key dates and/or steps in the revised section of the County Charter on initiative petition that need to be
looked at by others within the county. I've listed some of the areas below:
Legal Review Panel-county's procurement process? Selected bi-annually? (Starts when 1% of the petitions for each BCC
District have been approved).
Comptroller's Office: Fiscal Impact Statement (Starts when 1% of the petitions for each BCC District have been
approved).
County Attorney's Office: Have she shared the petition language that she told my staff was under legal review? Public
Hearing to be held 60 days after the notification of legality by the Legal Review Panel. Does or can this happen within
th
the 150 days if petitions done by June 9 ?
SOE: Process for voter to withdraw his or her signature by filing with SOE a completed signature withdrawal form. Fred
created the form for the CRC Committee but EMS need modifying to handle such withdrawal.
Here are the totals given to her staff as of 1/1/18:
BCC 1
BCC 2
BCC3
BCC4
BCC5
BCC6

14,444
12,570
13,854
14,660
14,676
10,149

Total

80,353

Feel free to call me, at 407-254-6500, with questions, other steps not mentioned, or updates. Feels like 2012 all over
again. At this point we have 5 questions already approved for the ballot by the state and a potential of 12 questions
from the Constitutional Revision Commission for 17 potential questions for November 6, 2018. Plus we still have the
Children's Commission request (April 24 Discussion Agenda). OCPS 1-mil renewal in August. Concerns by OCPS if theirs
and Children's Commission question were to appear on the Primary ballots.
1

Orange County Charter Initiative Petition Form
Note: - All information on this form, including your signature, becomes a public record upon receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
- Per Florida law it is a first-degree misdemeanor, punishable as provided in s. 775. 082 or 775. 083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly sign more than one petition
Jann/or an issue.
- If all requested information on this form is not complete, the form will not be valid.

· c--

Your Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ County ORANGE
Please Print Name as it appears on your Voter Information Card

Your Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip: _ _ __

D

Please change my legal residence address on my voter registration record to the above residence address (check box, if applicable).

Date of Birth: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ OR Voter Registration Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I am a registered Florida voter and hereby petition Orange County to place the following proposed initiative on the ballot

BALLOT TITLE: REFORMING PLANNING BY
REQUIRING GREATER-THAN-MAJORITY VOTE, AND
PREEMPTING SOME MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES
BALLOT SUMMARY: Reforming the charter to
provide fiscal and land use sustainability standards,
allow fourteen days for review, and require a supermajority vote for legislative land use decisions;
require fiscal neutrality and a unanimity-minus-one
vote for legislative land use decisions outside of the
Urban Service Area; and preempt municipal planning
for lands outside of the Urban Service Area which
'ay be annexed in the future.

TITULO DE LA PAPELETA: REFORMA DE LA
PLANIFICACION POR REQUERIMIENTO DE VOTO DE
MAYORIA CALIFICADA Y EXCEPCION A ALGUNAS
ORDENANZAS MUNICIPALES
RESUMEN DE LA PAP ELETA: Reforma del estatuto
municipal para proporcionar normas fiscales y de
sostenibilidad del uso de la tierra, permitir catorce
dias para revision, y requerir una votaci6n por
mayoria calificada para las decisiones legislativas
sobre el uso de la tierra; requerir la neutralidad fiscal
y una votaci6n por unanimidad menos uno para las
decisiones legislativas sobre el uso de la tierra fuera
del Area de Servicio Urbano; y eximir la planificaci6n
municipal para las tierras fuera del Area de Servicio
Urbano que pueden ser anexadas en el future.

Full Text of The Proposed Initiative:
Section 1. The title of Article V is amended to read:
ARTICLE V. - PLANNINGi ANG ZONING, COMMISSIO~I AND BQ<\i;!D OF ZO~IIMG ADJUSTMlaMT AND
ANNEXATION
Section 2. A new section 506 is added to read:
Sec. 506. - Fiscal and land use sustainability
A. Legislative land use decisions are decisions of the board of county commissioners which affect the use or
development of land and result in the formulation of a general rule of policy, such that a decision prescribes a
requirement with respect to orders to be made in the future. Adoption or amendment of the Orange County
Comprehensive Plan is a legislative land use decision.
B. Legislative land use decisions must be consistent with the following policies.
1. The county will facilitate efficient and cost-effective provision of services, ensure adequate public facilities are
available concurrently with new development, and be fiscally conservative in planning for growth.
2. The county will ensure sustainable economic growth which meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their needs.
3. The county will plan in order to protect natural and manmade resources and maintain, through orderly growth and
development, the character, stability, and quality of life for present and future county residents.
4. The county will plan in order to protect rural communities which are an integral part of the metropolitan region and
- •ovide a rural lifestyle, productive agriculture, natural landscapes, and environmental services.
-,, Engagement and process for legislative land use decision making
1. Legislative land use decisions must be made on a positive or negative vote on a proposal which has been
available to the public at least fourteen days prior to a board of county commissioners decision on the proposal.
Proposals shall not be changed in the fourteen days prior to the advertised public hearing. This allows residents, the
Continued on Back

board of county commissioners, and affected parties to fairly evaluate proposals and supporting data and analysis.
2. Vote by board of county commissioners
The board of county commissioners may make a legislative land use decision only by an affirmative vote of a
ajority plus one of the full membership of the board of county commissioners.
(b) However, the board of county commissioners may make a legislative land use decision which adds lands to the
Urban Service Area, or increases the allowable land use density or intensity on lands lying outside the Urban Service
Area, only when such action is fiscally neutral and only by an affirmative vote of a unanimity minus one vote of the full
membership of the board of county commissioners. For the purposes of this paragraph, "Urban Service Area" means
that area identified as Urban Service Area in the Orange County, Florida 2010-2030 Comprehensive Plan Future Land
Use Map Series effective on August 18, 2016.
0
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Section 3. Section 704 is amended to read:
Sec. 704. - Conflict of county ordinances with municipal ordinances; preemption.
A. Except as provided in this section, no county ordinance shall be effective within a municipality if the municipality
maintains an ordinance covering the same subject matter, activity or conduct as the county ordinance.
B. County ordinances shall be effective within municipalities and shall prevail over municipal ordinances when:
1. The county sets minimum standards for (a) regulating adult entertainment, and (b) protecting the environment by
prohibiting or regulating air or water pollution, and (c) prohibiting or regulating simulated gambling or gambling, but
only to the extent that such minimum standards are stricter than the applicable municipal standards.
2. The county ordinances provide that the county's and any municipality's rezonings or comprehensive-plan
amendments (or both) that increase residential density are effective only upon approval by the governing boards of all
significantly affected local governments when:

(a) The attendance zone for any public school to be affected by the increase in residential density lies only partly
inside a municipality; and

(b) The school district cannot certify to the governing boards of all significantly affected local governments that the
school, the attendance zone for which straddles a municipal boundary, can accommodate the additional students
that will result from the increase in residential density.
""fie ordinance shall provide that the above-described rezonings and comprehensive-plan amendments take effect
,ly upon approval of each significantly affected local government, whether the county or any municipality therein.
The ordinance may include exceptions for de minimis impacts to the affected school(s) and such terms,
requirements, limitations, exceptions, and other provisions that may be necessary or useful to protect property rights,
comply with applicable law, and carry out the intent and purposes of this subsection.
Should a court of competent jurisdiction hold, after all appeals, that the ordinance does not afford the municipalities
the same opportunity as the county to approve or deny the aforementioned comprehensive-plan amendments and
rezonings when they are significantly affected local governments, the ordinance shall terminate and be of no further
force and effect.
3. The Orange County Comprehensive Plan establishes development densities and intensities for lands lying outside
the Urban Service Area except that this preemption does not apply to land that is within a municipality prior to April
23, 2018.
C. The intent of this section is that no person within a municipality shall be governed simultaneously by two sets of
ordinances covering the same subject matter, activity or conduct, except in matters of minimum adult-entertainment
standards, or pollution regulatory standards, or simulated gambling or gambling prohibitions or standards, or
rezoning or comprehensive-plan amendments that affect public schools with attendance zones that straddle any
municipal boundary, or comprehensive plan standards for land use density or intensity on lands which are outside
the Urban Development Area and annexed into a municipality after April 23, 2018. In absence of an ordinance within
a municipality on a subject, the county ordinance on that subject shall govern.
SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED VOTER: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DATE OF SIGNATURE: _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Paid political advertisement paid for and approved by Residents United for Rural Area Longevity {RU.RA.L), 524 Meridale Avenue, Orlando, Florida 32803
Petition gatherers rn-ust complete the follawing Petition Gatherer SAffidavit:

Petition Gatherer's Name._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Petition Gatherer's Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
tition Gatherer· D Paid D Voluntary (Check appropriate response) If paid, by whom _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
..• paid, check appropriate response: D Hourly basis □ Per-signature basis D Other basis (specify) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
By my signature below, as petition gatherer, I verify that the petition was signed in my presence, that the petition signer had sufficient time to read the petition language, and that I
believe the signature on the petition to be the genuine signature of the petition signer. Under penalties of perjwy, I declare that l have read the foregoing Petition Gatherer's
Affidavit and that the facts stated in it are true.

Petition Gatherer's Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Attachment H

Orange County Charter Initiative Petition Form-

---------------------(Denote Charter or Ordinance)

Note: - All information on this form, including your signature, becomes a public record upon receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
- Per Florida law it is afirst-degree misdemeanor, punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly sign more than one petition

form for an issue.

-lf all requested i,iformation on this form is not complete,

the form will not be valid.

Your Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ County ORANGE
Please Print Name as it appears on your Voter Information Card

Your Address: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -City: - - - - - - - - - - - - - Zip: - - - - - - -

D

Please change my legal residence address on my voter registration record to the above residence address (check box, if applicable).

Date of Birth: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ OR Voter Registration Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I am a registered Florida voter and hereby petition Orange County to place the following proposed initiative on the ballot.

BALLOT TITLE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
BALLOT SUMMARY: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Section - - - - - - - - - - - Full Text of The Proposed Initiative:

SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED VOTER: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DATE OF SIGNATURE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Paid political advertisement paid for and approved by _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Petition gatherers must complete the following Petition Gatherer's Affidavit:

Petition Gatherer's Name- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Petition Gatherer's A d d r e s s - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Petition Gatherer- D Paid □ Voluntary (Check appropriate response) If paid, by whom _______________
If paid, check appropriate response: D Hourly basis D Per-signature basis □ Other basis (specify) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
By my signature below, as petition gatherer, I verify that the petition was signed in my presence, that the petition signer had sufficient time to read the petition
language, and that I believe the signature on the petition to be the genuine signature of the petition signer. Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the
foregoing Petition Gatherer's Affidavit and that the facts stated in it are true.

Petition Gatherer's S i g n a t u r e : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Continued on Back (if necessary)

Orange County Charter Initiative Petition Form (With Financial Impact Statement) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Denote Charter or Ordinance)

Note: - All information on this form, including your signature, becomes a public record upon receipt by the Supervisor of Elections.
- Per Florida law it is a first-degree misdemeanor, punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat., to knowingly sign more than one petition
form/or an issue.
- Ifall requested information on this form is not complete, the form will not be valid.

Your Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ County ORANGE
Please Print Name as it appears on your Voter Infm·mation Card

Your Address: - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -City: - - - - -- - - - -- - Zip: - -- - - -

D

Please change my legal residence address on my voter registration record to the above residence address (check box, ifapplicable).

Date of Birth: _ _ __ __ _ _ _ OR Voter Registration Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I am a registered Florida voter and hereby petition Orange County to place the following proposed amendment/ initiative on the ballot.

BALLOT TITLE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
BALLOT SUMMARY: _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Section

-------------

Full Tex.1 of The P roposed Initiative:

FINANCCAL[MPACT STATEMENT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

SIGNATURE O F REGISTERED VOTER: _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DATE O F SIGNATIJRE: _ _ __ _ _ _ __
Paid political advertisement paid for and approved by
etition gatherers must complete the/01/owtng Petition Oat
it:

Petition Gatherer's Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- - -- - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - - Petition Gatherer's Address - - -- -- - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - Petition Gatherer- D Paid □ Voluntary (Check appropriate response) If paid, by whom _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
If paid, check appropriate response: D Hourly basis D Per-signature basis
Other basis (specify) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
By my signature below, as petition gatherer, I verify that the petition was signed in my presence, that the petition signer had sufficient time to read the petition
language, and that I believe the signature on the petition to be the genuine signature ofthe petition signer. Under penalties ofperjury, I declare that I have read the
foregoing Petition Gatherer's Affidavit and that the facts stated in it are true.

Petition Gatherer's Signature: - - - - -- -- -- - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Continued 011 Back (if necessary)

ORANGE COUNTY CHAUTER INITIATIVE REVOCA'TION FORM
Note: - All information on thisfonn, including your signature, becomes a public record upon receipt by the Supervisor ofElections.
- Ifall requested information on this form is not complete, the form will not be valid.

Your Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ County ORANGE
Please Print Name as it appears on your Voter Information Card

Your Address: ________________City: ___________ Zip: _ _ _ __

Date of Birth: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ OR Voter Registration Number: _ _ _ __ _ _ __

I am a registered Florida voter & hereby petition that my s ignature on the following initiative petition be revoked:
Note: The following Ballot Title. Ballot Summary, and Section will be pre-printed (when available) .from the Supervisor of Elections Office.
BALLOT TITLE: _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ __

BALLOT SUMMARY: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

SECCTON _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED VOTER: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DATE OF SIGNATURE: _ _ _ __ __ _

RETURN TO: BILL COWLES, ORANGE COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
Mailing Address:
Bill Cowles, Orange County Supervisor of Elections
PO Box 56200 l
Orlando, Fl 32856-2001

Street Address:
Orange County Supervisor of Elections
119 West Kaley Street
Orlando, FL 32806

ORANGE COUNTY INITIATIVE 'WITHDRAWAL FORlvI
Orange County Supervisor of Elections
119 West Kaley Street
Orlando FL, 32806
Re: Withdrawal of Petition
Dear Supervisor of ElectionsPlease accept this termination notice that the petition noted below is officially withdrawn from
further consideration.
Petition: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Ballot Title: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Effective Date of Withdrawal: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Sponsoring Political Committee: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Does this also apply to the status of the Political Committee?

D

Yes

D

No

Sincerely,

Nrune: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Position: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

For Official Use Only: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Petition _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Ballot Title _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Sponsoring Political Committee _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Petition Timeline-

Initiative petition sponsors must register as a PAC and, prior to obtaining any signatures, shall submit the text of the

proposed petition to the SOE, with the form on which signatures will be affixed, and shall obtain the approval of the SOE
of such form. Text Submittal Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
SOE shall make a determination regarding the approval of the form within fifteen days. SOE Approval Date- _ _ __
The date of approval by the SOE marks the beginning of the 180 day time frame for the petition drive, after which the
petition drive shall terminate. 180 Day Termination Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
If sufficient signatures are submitted, the SOE shall within thirty days thereafter verify the signatures therein and submit
a written report to the board. SOE Written Report Submittal Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
The sponsor shall submit all signed petitions gathered by petition gatherers during a month or otherwise received by the
sponsor during such month to the SOE for signature no later than the fifth day of the following month. The SOE shall
verify the validity of signatures for each signed petition within thirty days after submittal.
Upon reaching the 1% threshold, the SOE shall notify the board. The board shall render its decision within twenty days
after notification. SOE Board Notification Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Board Decision Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
After notification by the SOE regarding the 1% threshold, the comptroller shall, within twenty days after notification,
prepare and transmit a financial impact statement. The sponsor of the petition shall then submit a revised petition form
containing the financial impact statement to the SOE. The SOE shall, within fifteen days after submittal of the revised
petition containing the financial impact statement, render a determination.
Comptroller Financial Impact Statement Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ SOE Revision Determination Date- _ _ _ _ __

Within sixty (60) days after notification of legality by the Legal Review Panel, the board shall hold a public hearing on the
petition. Public Hearing Date- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Referendum
Charter-After the requisite number of signatures have been verified by the SOE, a referendum shall be held on the
question of adoption of the proposed petition at the next primary, or general election occurring at least one hundred
fifty (150) days after verification of sufficient signatures by the SOE.
Ordinance- Within thirty (30) days of the requisite number of signatures have been verified by the SOE, the board shall

notice a public hearing on the proposed petition and vote on it. If the board fails to adopt the proposed petition, the
board shall notify the SOE a referendum shall be held on the adoption of the proposed petition at the next primary or
general election occurring at least one hundred fifty (150) days after verification of sufficient signatures by the SOE.

