
FACT SHEET 

This fact sheet outlines information related to the tentative settlement agreement between Orang 
County and the Orange County School Board. 

• On April 7, 20 I 4, representatives of Orange County and the Orange County School Board 
signed a tentative settlement agreement relating to the pending court cases concerning the 
Board of County Commissioners' (BCC) decision from last November to deny the school 
board's special exception application for a relief high school in the West Windermere Rural 
Settlement. 

This proposed settlement agreement was the product of a I 0-hour mediation session held a 
week ago today and that concluded with a two-hour session yesterday. The mediation 
session was the third and final step in the statutorily-required intergovernmental dispute 
resolution process. 

• The proposed settlement agreement will be placed on the April 22 BCC Meeting Agenda. At 
that time, the BCC will consider and decide whether to approve the tentative settlement 
agreement. Likewise, the same day, the school board will decide at its own meeting whether 
to approve the proposed settlement agreement. 

If either or both boards do not approve the proposed settlement agreement by April 23, it will 
die, the intergovernmental dispute resolution process will come to an end, and the litigation 
that has been abated to this point will resume. 

If both boards approve the settlement agreement, the school board will present the special 
exception application to the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) at an advertised public 
hearing in May, with additional conditions and restrictions that the school board has 
proposed in the settlement agreement, including locating its football stadium off site. 

After that, the BCC will hold a public hearing on the application, anticipated for June. 

• A vote by the BCC to approve the settlement agreement is NOT a vote to approve the 
application at the subsequent public hearing. A vote to approve the settlement agreement 
only allows for the matter to be reheard by the BZA and the BCC at future public hearings. 
Of course, the public will be welcome to offer testimony and evidence at those public 
hearings. 

• The tentative mediation settlement agreement represents the legally-mandated track of the 
dispute resolution process. The other track is the continued evaluation of the North of 
Albert's site, which involves meetings primarily between Orange County Public Schools and 
the property owner of that site, with assistance from the County as needed. Whichever track 
is finalized, there will be ample opportunity during noticed public hearings for citizen 
feedback. 


