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To: Mayor Teresa Jacobs 
and 

Board of County Commissioners 

Lonnie C. Bell, Jr., Director :/ ~ t #fJ 1 
Family Services Department/\j 

Thru: 

From: Richard Tyson 
Cooperative Extension Division Director 

Subject: August 4, 2015 Discussion Agenda Item 
Teaching Pavilion at the Extension Demonstration Gardens 

The Cooperative Extension Division's educational outreach to commercial and residential 
clientele includes a 5 acre demonstration area called the Exploration Gardens, where 
classroom instruction is taken outside for a "learning by doing" experience. The original 
architect's design (Oct., 2007, Dao Consultants, Inc.) approved by the County included two 
teaching pavilions, with water and electricity throughout the demonstration areas. Capital 
Projects scaled back construction at the request of County government to reduce 
expenditures during the recession so that no pavilions, electricity or water were installed 
with the understanding that individual smaller projects could be completed later using the 
Tree Replacement Trust Fund. The Cooperative Extension Division leads the County's 
educational outreach for proper tree installation and maintenance with 81 classes 
conducted since 2012, attended by 3,605 participants. In addition, the Florida Chapter of 
the International Society of Arboriculture and the Florida Urban Forestry Council hold 
meetings and conduct classes on our site. We currently have 253 trees on our property, 
which are used in our educational programs. 

We are requesting up to $80,000 to construct a teaching pavilion, which includes 
architectural plans, bringing electricity and drinking water to the pavilion, plus installing a 
handicapped accessible boardwalk to the entrance of the pavilion. There are sufficient 
funds in the Tree Replacement Trust Fund (current balance $1.46 million), which allows 
expenditures for "educational programs which promote the objectives" of the County's 
landscape code. 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Approval to spend up to $80,000 to construct a teaching pavilion at the Extension 
Demonstration Gardens and to install a handicapped accessible boardwalk to the entrance 
of the pav.ilion. 

cc: George A. Ralls, M.D., Deputy County Administrator 
Yolanda Brown, Manager, Fiscal Division, Family Services Department 


