
Good Morning, My name is Dr. Tammie Kaufman and I am an associate 

professor in the Rosen College of Hospitality Management at University of Central 

Florida. I am here to talk to you today about potential economic benefit to the 

tourism industry in Orange County if the ban against same sex marriage is 

overturned in the state of Florida as well as the potential economic losses to Orange 

County if the ban is not overturned. 

According to a recent study by The Williams Institute (from UCLA), the total 

spending on wedding arrangements and tourism by resident same-sex couples and 

their guests would add an estimated $182.2 million to the state and local economy of 

Florida over the course of the first three years, with a $116.6 million boost in the first 

year alone. This economic boost would also add $12.1 million in sales tax revenue to 

state and local coffers. 

As more states in close proximity to Florida legalize same sex marriage more 

couples have the opportunity to leave the state of Florida and travel less than a day to 

reach a state where they can be legally be married. A person's economic situation is 

not as big of a barrier as it has been to travel to another state. It is important to point 

out the money that will be leaving the state. Every time a person leaves their home 

community for any reason for a trip they are taking their money with them. When a 

person spends money in another destination outside of their home community it 

counts as economic leakage. Other states that allow same sex marriage will be 
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benefiting from Orange county citizens when they leave their home community. 

The money these citizens spend out of state is money they would have spent in 

Orange County if not for the ban. 

What is significant about the $182.2 million that could be added to the state 

and local economies is the amount predicted to be brought in from out of state. 

$42.2 million dollars of this amount will come from out of state guests. 

Massachusetts reported an average of 16 wedding guests came in from out of state to 

attend same sex marriages. Any external money that is brought into the community 

helps to create jobs both directly and indirectly. The direct benefits are the jobs that 

are created through money spent by guests paying for lodging, transportation, food, 

and entertainment. They also include the jobs that are created through the wedding 

businesses such as wedding venues, caterers, florists, and entertainment. The 

indirect benefits are derived from the money that is spent throughout the community 

by owners and employees of the wedding businesses. This money is re-circulated 

through out the community. 

In conclusion, legalization of same-sex marriage in Florida would have a very 

significant positive impact on Florida's economy, and particularly in Orange 

County's tourism and hospitality industries. 

Thank you for your time. 


