
RoLLINS 

October 10, 2014 

Rollins College. Office of the Pres1dent 

1000 Holt Avenue- 2711 . Winter Park. FL 32789-4499 

T 407.646.2120 F. 407.646.1501 rollins.edu 

Orange County Board of County Commissioners 
Orlando, Florida 

Dear Mayor Jacobs and Orange County Commissioners: 

As acting president of Rollins College, I am writing to urge you to support the current proposal 
to authorize Orange County to join the City of Orlando and other Florida municipalities in 
signing on to the amicus ("friend of the court") briefs that will soon be filed in support of 
marriage equality in the pending lawsuits in the state of Florida. Orange County has been a 
state leader in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) civil rights legislation, and the 
requested action is consistent with previous efforts to ensure equality, fairness, and a 
welcoming community for all of our citizens. I understand that several of you have already 
expressed your personal support for marriage equality, and I encourage you to take this next 
step in your official capacity. 

As an institution, we at Rollins College have done as much as the law allows to offer anti
discrimination protections and domestic partner benefits to our LGBT employees and students; 
however, we recognize that Florida's current ban on same-sex marriage continues to force us to 
violate our own values. Further, our efforts to attract the best and brightest employees and 
students are hampered by Florida's discriminatory laws, which do real harm to families with 
LGBT members. The financial benefits of full marriage equality for our county and state have 
been well documented. 

Please take this important step and authorize Orange County to stand on the right side of 
history in support of marriage equality. You will also be supporting your constituents, local 
businesses, and institutions like Rollins College in providing a workplace and community in 
which employees and students can thrive and fulfill their potential. 

Craig M. McAllaster, Ed.D. 
Acting President 

2014-1 0-14, Public Comment. Alicia Homrich 



October 14, 2014 

1Jear :Mayor Jacobs ana Or anne County Commissioners: 

We are a group of Rollins faculty who support marriage equality. We urge 
you to vote to authorize Orange County to affirmatively support the amicus 
briefs being filed in the various marriage equality court cases currently 
pending in Florida. Orange County has been a leader in doing what can be 
done within the confines of the current law to provide anti-discrimination 
protection and a domestic partner registry option for our LGBT citizens. 
Signing on to the amicus brief along with other Florida municipalities is 
clearly within the purview of the Orange County Commission. 

Until Florida has full marriage equality, organizations, institutions, 
governments, and other groups (including Rollins) are forced to discriminate 
and cannot create fully inclusive environments for citizens, students, and 
employees. Thank you in advance for speaking out and standing on the side 
of justice. 

Sincerely, 

'RoCCins CoCCene facuCty for marriane equaCity 

Xatfiryn:Norswortfiy, Graduate Studies in Counseling 

Lisa 'Tillirlann, Critical Media and Cultural Studies 

Jufia:foster; Music 

Yidliu .J!.ggarwa( English 

Matthew N1Chter, Sociology 

Lee Lines, Environmental Studies 



1Javii£ Charfes, Theater 

Jay yefien, Mathematics and Computer Science 

'Robert :M.oare, Anthropology 

'Pauf Jfarrts, Psychology 

1Jen 'Bali1k, Economics 

Jfoyt 'Edjje, Philosophy and Religion 

'Erik :Kenyan, Philosophy and Religion 

1Jerrick Paliu£ino, Graduate Studies in Counseling 

:Ken T'aylOr, Economics 

:Afice 1JavidSan, Psychology 

JiliJanes, English 

Jfarry Xypraios, Economics 

:Fiona Jfaryer, Biology 

(jabrie{'Barrenecfie, Modern languages and literatures 

'Ryan :Musgrave, Philosophy and Religion 

'Racfie{ Simmons, Art 

SusanLackman, Music 

Scott '.Ruharth, Philosophy and Religion 

Jennifer Cavenauafi., Theater 

.Jlmy .J\rmenia, Sociology 

(jay 13iery-Jfamiftlm Anthropology 

Char{ie 'Roc~ Economics 

T'om Coo~ Philosophy and Religion 

Wenxian Zhang, library Sciences 

JOSlph Siry, Environmental Studies 

James :M.c£augftrm Education 

(jreg Cavenaugh, Communication 

'Rita 13ornstem President Emerita 

:Matili:f£ :M.esavage, Modern languages and literatures 

YushentJ yao, History 

Samue{Sanabria, Graduate Studies in Counseling 

1Jan Cfuma, Politics 

.Jlmy :McClUre, Sociology 

1JrianXIixke, Critical Media and Cultural Studies 



• 

Tfiomas Ouefiette, Theater 

jonathan :Jvti/kr, Library Sciences 

Pliifip Xoze( Economics 

:Jvlaria 1aliz, Psychology 

.J\ficia Jfomricfi Graduate Studies in Counseling 

:Jvtargaret :Jvlc.Larm Philosophy and Religion 

Susan Libby, Art History 

Jennifer Quem Psychology 

]en·Scott :Jvlob{ey, Theater Arts and Dance 

]ufian Cfi.amb{iss, History 

~lie{ :Newcomb, Anthropology 

Wck Yitray, Mathematics 

Stacey 1Jurtn, Psychology 

'Emi£y 'RusseO: English 

Xirn 'Dennis, Art History 

:Nancy 'Decker, Modern languages and Literatures 

Wendy 'BrandOn, Education 

'Bob Smither, Dean of Arts and Sciences 

'Robert Sherry, Theater and Dance 

Scott Jfewit, Education 

]ofm Sinclair, Music 

(}ai£Sinclair, Director, Rollins Winter Park Institute 

:Martha Cfuma, English 

'Dawn 'Roe, Art 

T'odiffrencfi Philosophy and Religion 



October 13, 14 

Mayor Teresa Jacobs and the Board of County Commissioners: 

We, the students ofBarry University's Dwayne 0. Andreas School of Law 

Students for Equality, stand in support for Orange County to join the amicus brief 

regarding marriage equality. With our mission to provide empowerment and education on 

the topics of sexual orientation and gender identity to the law school community and to 

help make a stand against hate crimes, promote awareness as well as partake in the fight 

for equal rights, our organization fights for the rights of the students that may be 

disenfranchised by a system that does not promote the equal treatment and rules for all. 

We strongly believe that Orange County should be willing to stand up for all persons that 

reside here as well. 

As your constituents, we are upset that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

(LGBT) families are currently denied the 1,324 legal rights and protections that all other 

Orange County citizens and Floridians can receive through civil marriage. 

As your constituents, we are also disturbed about the severe discrimination and 

resulting poverty experienced by transgender Orange County citizens and Floridians. The 

County's support will aid in eliminating discrimination in housing, employment, credit 

and public accommodations, and afford the LGBT citizens of Orange county the rights to 

be free from the discrimination they currently face on a daily basis. Thereby, we urge you 

support to the amicus brief for marriage equality. 

For the sake of your constituents, Barry University's Dwayne 0. Andreas School 

of Law Students for Equality strongly encourages you to publicly support and to join the 

amicus brief for marriage equality. 

Sincerely, 

Scarlett Norris, Students for Equality President 

JeffDorough-Lewis, Students for Equality Vice-President 



Dear Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners, 

We represent the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, College of Law, Stonewall 
LGBTA Legal Association. We respectfully request that you support the proposed resolution 
for Orange County to sign on to the Amicus Briefs that will be filed in the appeals of Pareto v. 
Ruvin and the other lawsuits pending in Florida seeking to overturn Florida's ban on same-sex 
marriage. 

As a majority of other states, and nearly 60% of the nation's population, have now achieved 
marriage equality, Florida's gay and lesbian citizens are still denied the rights that they need, and 
deserve, to protect themselves and their families. Florida is on the threshold of a historic 
achievement in civil rights history, and all public voices are needed to advance the fight. 
Recognizing the legal inequalities caused by Florida's ban on same-sex marriage, and the 
burdens caused by those inequalities, Orange County must stand with its citizens in this fight, 
and support their right to full equality. 

Supporting marriage equality, by supporting the amicus briefs, as Orlando and other 
municipalities are doing, is not only the right thing to do for Orange County's tens of thousands 
of gay and lesbian citizens, but also the right thing to do for the economy, and for the 
community, as marriage equality will bring substantial new revenues and jobs to Orange County. 
But most importantly, marriage equality is about ensuring that all families in Orange County are 
equal, and have the rights that they need to care for and protect their families. 

Denial of same sex marriage is a constitutional right that many of our residents are being stripped 
of; they are being denied the fundamental right to marry. We are certain that you will not allow 
any further discrimination to take place against your citizens; and we hope that you will join us 
in supporting this cause. 

To quote Stratton Pollitzer ofEquality Florida, "With these (30 states recognizing gay marriage), 
that now leaves Florida in the shameful position of being among the last states in the country to 
get it right on the civil rights issue of the day." This quote was printed in an USA Today article 
dated October 7, 2014, yesterday. The article titled "Across the USA: Reaction to Same-Sex 
Marriage Decision" discusses the appeal that Attorney General Pam Bondi and Governor Rick 
Scott have filed; in addition to discussing the few states that have continued to fight against same 
sex marriage. 

We urge the Orange County Board of Commissioners to take this simple step, which will mean 
so much too so many, and put Orange County on the right side of history. 

zli'·L~~ 
Eric Nemons 
Outreach Chair 



Dear Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners, 

We are students and/or faculty attending and/or teaching at the Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University, College of Law. We respectfully request that you support the proposed 
resolution for Orange County to sign on to the Amicus Briefs that will be filed in the appeals of 
Pareto v. Ruvin and the other lawsuits pending in Florida seeking to overturn Florida's ban on 
same-sex marnage. 

As a majority of other states, and nearly 60% of the nation's population, have now achieved 
marriage equality, Florida's gay and lesbian citizens are still denied the rights that they need, and 
deserve, to protect themselves and their families. Florida is on the threshold of a historic 
achievement in civil rights history, and all public voices are needed to advance the fight. 
Recognizing the legal inequalities caused by Florida's ban on same-sex marriage, and the 
burdens caused by those inequalities, Orange County must stand with its citizens in this fight, 
and support their right to full equality. 

Supporting marriage equality, by supporting the amicus briefs, as Orlando and other 
municipalities are doing, is not only the right thing to do for Orange County's tens of thousands 
of gay and lesbian citizens, but also the right thing to do for the economy, and for the 
community, as marriage equality will bring substantial new revenues and jobs to Orange County. 
But most importantly, marriage equality is about ensuring that all families in Orange County are 
equal, and have the rights that they need to care for and protect their families. 

Denial of same sex marriage is a constitutional right that many of our residents are being stripped 
of; they are being denied the fundamental right to marry. We are certain that you will not allow 
any further discrimination to take place against your citizens; and we hope that you will join us 
in supporting this cause. 

To quote Stratton Pollitzer of Equality Florida, "With these (30 states recognizing gay marriage), 
that now leaves Florida in the shameful position of being among the last states in the country to 
get it right on the civil rights issue of the day." This quote was printed in an USA Today article 
dated October 7, 2014, yesterday. The article titled "Across the USA: Reaction to Same-Sex 
Marriage Decision" discusses the appeal that Attorney General Pam Bondi and Governor Rick 
Scott have filed; in addition to discussing the few states that have continued to fight against same 
sex marnage. 

We urge the Orange County Board of Commissioners to take this simple step, which will mean 
so much to so many, and put Orange County on the right side of history. 

We thank you for your consideration, 

The Students and Faculty of the FAMU College of Law; in our individual capacity, 

Please see signatures attached 
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F AMU College of Law Student and Faculty Signatures to Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners in 
support of Amicus Briefs 
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l acult: Signatures to \'1ayor Jacobs and Commissioners in 



FAMU College of Law Student and Faculty Signatures to Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners in 
support of Amicus Briefs 
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F AMU College of Law Student and Faculty Signatures to Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners in 
support of Amicus Briefs .. 

Name /V Signature Student Year/Faculty Member 
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