
AGENDA 

Open Discussion 

Tuesday, June 3, 2014 

Board of County Commissioners Chambers 

201 S. Rosalind Ave. Orlando, FL 32801 

Commissioner Edwards would like to have an open discussion on Medical Marijuana. See attached 
memo. 
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To: Mayor Teresa Jacobs 

From: Commissioner Ted Edwards, District 5 

Date: May 8, 2014 

Re: Medical Marijuana 

As you know a statewide ballot initiative to legalize medical marijuana in Florida 
gained the requisite number of signatures to be placed on the November ballot. If passed 
the initiative would authorize doctors to prescribe marijuana to sufferers of cancer, 
glaucoma, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS), hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), Crohn's disease, Parkinson's 
disease, multiple sclerosis, or other conditions where benefits from use would outweigh 
any negative health effects to the user. The amendment would also direct the Florida 
Department of Health to create identification cards for authorized medical marijuana 
users and their caregivers as well as regulate the sale of the drug. 

The amendment would have several direct impacts on county government if 
passed. Passage would affect the county's zoning and permitting regulations which 
would have to be modified to accommodate newly legalized medical marijuana growers 
and distributors. The amendment would also affect Orange County's .5% discretionary 
sales tax surcharge. Certain activities including direct sales from growers to end users or 
caregivers would be exempt from taxation while other transaction such as the purchase of 
medical marijuana from a retailer would be taxable. Both the Florida Police Chiefs 
Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association have indicated that passage of the 
amendment would increase law enforcement costs by an indeterminate amount. 

I believe the Board of County Commissioners should have a general 
understanding of any impacts the amendment would have on local government, any 
zoning or land use or other regulations that should be implemented, as well as have a plan 
in place to comply with the measure should it pass this November. I request that we 
explore the topic during our June 3 open discussion period. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Cc: Board of County Commissioners 
Ajit M. La1chandani, County Administrator 
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To: Mayor Teresa Jacobs 

From: Commissioner Ted Edwards, District 5 

Date: May 16, 2014 

Re: Medical Marijuana Discussion Item 

In my Memo dated May 8, I requested that the BCC discuss potential impacts to 
the county should the constitutional amendment legalizing medical marijuana pass on 
November4. 

It appears several Florida local governments have focused regulations on medical 
marijuana dispensaries. Local governments including the cities of Maitland and Cocoa 
Beach are currently considering draft ordinances. Both ordinances limit possible 
dispensary locations to a single type of commercial zoning, restrict loitering, the 
possession of alcohol on premises, availability of drive through service, as well as impose 
a 2,500 foot separation from other facilities including schools and other dispensaries. 

Other local governments have considered different regulatory options. Their 
options were as follows: 

• Do nothing and use only the State of Florida regulations, if a bill is passed. 
• Create separate regulations for medical marijuana use. 
• Create land use regulations for marijuana similar to alcohol sales (distance 

separation I consumption times I separation from public places like schools and 
parks). 

• Create regulations for medical marijuana similar to smoking in public places 
(indoor I outdoor). 

• Create a special use overlay district to allow marijuana uses only in specific areas. 
• Revise existing regulations to include licensing requirements (review of state 

license, background checks, public hearings, etc.). 
• Create regulations to distinguish between retail sales, manufacturing, cultivation, 

and testing of marijuana products. 
• Create regulations for transfer or ownership I change of location. 
• Create disciplinary actions for violation of any potential regulations. 
• Create an administrative I business licensing fee structure. 
• Consider adopting a moratorium of the issuance of business tax receipts I 

certificates of use for such uses (or similar that can be converted) until it is know 
if it will be legal. 
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Generally, I believe a discussion of the potential ramifications of the passage of 
the medical marijuana ballot initiative, potential impacts on our community, and any 
proactive actions that should be taken at this point in time would be beneficial to our 
constituents. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Cc: Board of County Commissioners 
Ajit M. Lalchandani, County Administrator 
Jeffrey Newton, County Attorney 


