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Source Separation Ordinance 
Orange County, Florida should become the leader of Central Florida and throughout the state for our county's ability 
to foster recycling programs for county residents and businesses. In order to reduce the amount of garbage and cost 
associated with garbage entering the landfill, to increase recycling and conserve natural resources, Orange County 
should appoint a task force to develop a mandatory source separation ordinance (SSO) for corrugated cardboard, 
office paper and plastics. 

Source Separation Ordinance: 
A Source Separation Ordinance (SSO) is a mandate that requires that most business in Orange County separate 
paper, cardboard and plastics for recycling purposes on site. 

Intent of Ordinance: 
To reduce the amount of waste being sent to landfills and make Orange County and its municipalities a more eco
friendly place to live, work and vacation. The ordinance specifically targets corrugated cardboard, office paper and 
plastics generated by businesses and local governments. 

What is required of the business? 
Businesses will be required to keep corrugated cardboard, office paper and plastics separate from their trash for the 
purpose of recycling. A business entity may either contract with a vendor to pick up their corrugated cardboard, 
office paper and plastics or they may take these materials to a recycling facility including one of the county's 
recycling drop-off centers. A business is allowed to commingle corrugated cardboard, office paper and plastics with 
the rest of their trash if they are contracting with a certified mixed waste recycler who will do the separation for 
them, otherwise, once separated, these materials may not be mixed together. 

Who does the ordinance affect? 
Any business that generates _ (tbd)* cubic yards or greater of trash per week is included in the ordinance unless 
the business qualifies under one or more of the exemptions (see below). 

Who is exempt? 
I. Businesses that contract less than _ (tbd) cubic yards of trash per week. 
2. Businesses that generate less than _ (tbd) pounds of corrugated cardboard per month will be exempt from 
separating corrugated cardboard from their solid waste. 
3. Businesses that generate less than _ (tbd) pounds of office paper per month will be exempt from separating 
office paper from their solid waste. 
4. source separation is not required if doing business from a temporary location (e.g., street vendor, construction site, 
outdoor festival) 
5. Businesses may apply for an exemption if physical constraints preclude compliance with the ordinance. These 
will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
6. Businesses may be exempted if compliance with the ordinance would require them to violate codes or regulations 
such as the Zoning ordinance. 

What are the penalties for non-compliance? 
The county will provide the business with two notices before penalties will be assessed. Each notice will be 
accompanied by an offer of technical assistance. A civil penalty of $75 per day will be assessed if a business fails to 
comply with the ordinance within thirty days of receiving the second notice of violation. 

*Tbd - To Be Determined Upon Study 
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