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SUBJECT: Award of Contract Y13-1097-GJ, Term Contract
VidaCare EZ-10 and Accessories 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval to award Contract Y13-1097-GJ, Term Contract - VidaCare EZ-10 and 
Accessories, to VidaCare Corporation, for a 1-year term contract in the total estimated 
contract award amount of $230,000 and to standardize on the VidaCare EZ-10 
throughout the department. Further request authority for the Purchasing and Contracts 
Division to renew the contract for four additional 1-year periods. The Fire Rescue 
Department and Dr. Ralls, Orange County Medical Director, concur with this 
recommendation. This is an estimated contract amount and the annual usage is 
uncertain. However, the using division's anticipates the entire estimated contract 
amount will be ordered during the initial contract term. 

PURPOSE: 

This contract will provide the most efficient life saving devices for treating cardiac 
arrest, as determined by staff, and to ensure consistent usage throughout the Fire 
Rescue Department emergency responding vehicles. The VidaCare EZ-10 products 
are used for emergency situations involving the treatment of cardiac patients. 

DISCUSSION: 

Due to changes in the American Heart Association guidelines for the management of 
cardiac arrest, an adult intraosseous access device is required equipment for use within 
the Orange County EMS (OCEMS) System. 

After careful review of all available devices, the EZ-10 device, manufactured and 
marketed solely by VidaCare Corporation, was chosen as the authorized device for use 
by OCEMS agencies. This decision was supported by both the OCEMS Medical 
Control and Operations Committees. Also, based on Dr. Ralls' research and 
evaluations, there are several FDA approved 10 devices. These include Vidacare's 
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EZ-IO, Pyng's FAST!, FAST-COMBAT and FAST-RESPONDER, WaisMed's Bone 
Injection Gun, the Cook IO needle, and the Jamshidi. Some advantages of the EZ-IO 
include battery powered operation using a drill-like mechanism, preferred insertion 
site (tibia and humerus) and applications for both adult and pediatric patients. All of 
the Pyng devices use a sternal insertion site which we consider significantly limiting in 
the cardiac arrest patient (most common use). WaisMed's Bone Injection Gun is an 
older generation device we have used in the past, but our experience with the EZ-IO 
has been significantly better due to ease of operation and the benefit of drill like 
insertion versus the spring-loaded mechanism of the Bone Injection Gun. All of the 
other FDA approved devices are hand-powered making them nearly impossible to use 
on an adult tibia or humerus. The EZ-IO has been shown to be easier and quicker to 
insert by several medical researchers. The EZ-IO is used by most EMS systems and 
over half of ERs in the US. Because of the significant differences in insertion 
technique and equipment needed it is essential that this type of device be standardized 
across the entire agency. Based on the above, the Purchasing and Contracts Division 
approved the VidaCare EZ-IO as a standard product for Fire Rescue. 


